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A Call to Unity in Partnership with CPCS Parents and Community Leaders
____________________________________________________________

Dear CPCS Families,

Our continued goal for this correspondence is unity and partnership: unity in Spirit, unity
in the name of Jesus Christ, and partnership with our Association and community leaders. This
message aims to build up our community, encouraging one another in love; listening and
responding with empathy and respect. With this mindset, the Board of Trustees considers itself
blessed to have been a part of a broader discussion that took place on April 21, 2021, with the
parents of 8th grade students at CPCS. During this meeting, the Board of Trustees felt God at
work, and since the meeting we know God has continued His work through the Holy Spirit. We
believe the impetus of that discussion should be shared with our greater Association.

We, as a Board of Trustees, have spent significant time discussing the broader scope of
challenges at CPCS and the conflict over this spiritual battleground. That conflict is evident,
among other areas, in lessons before our 8th grade students, separation between students
within the traditional English and Dual Language programs, and in our discernment over
resource materials used to support the CPCS curriculum. Through this process, we have felt
God’s hand upon us and have developed a plan-of-action. In developing this plan, the Holy
Spirit has reminded us that we live in a fallen world, and that, as followers of Jesus Christ, we
must be agents of renewal of the mind, co-laborers with Christ, so that His plan of redemption
and restoration may be evident to all students at CPCS. (1 Cor. 3:9, Rom. 12:2, 8:22-23). As
detailed below, the action plan consists of an immediate analysis of resource materials utilized
as part of our English Language Arts curriculum, as well as the formation of a team of
community leaders. This team will assist us in developing a framework and structure through
which to deliver the truth at all grade levels that we are to love our neighbor as yourself.
Through implementation, we strive to create a unique faith formation story for each 8th grade
student graduating from this Kingdom school and develop each student as a disciple for Christ
who can withstand and transform the world around them upon graduation. This Board remains
committed to partnering with CPCS parents to come alongside CPCS administration in better
defining that discipleship process.



First, in response to challenges in delivering Christian worldview lessons through our
current resource materials as part of our ELA curriculum, the Board of Trustees mandated an
immediate review and analysis of those resource materials. The review will be led by
Megan Donovan (Elementary School Principal), Emily O’Brien (Middle School Principal), and
Patty Sparks (Curriculum Director) and will be undertaken by a number of faculty members as
well as parent partners to be nominated in the very near future. The Board of Trustees have
asked that this process be completed prior to the regular monthly Board of Trustees
meeting currently scheduled for June 17, 2021, and the findings be presented through a
formal report to the Board. We will ask that the analysis process and report be vetted through
our Education Committee before presentation to the Board of Trustees. The Board further
required that the analysis be an all-grade-level review, ensuring that our discipleship process
begins as soon as our faculty are blessed with the opportunity to teach your children. Time is of
the essence in these regards, with an aggressive completion date, that we hope to balance with
a thorough examination in this process.

Second, the Board has been heavy spirited when considering the spiritual attacks CPCS
is under. The division among our students (a separation and differentiation among “the English
kids” and “the Spanish kids;” as one example), the challenge to always speak in love spanning
through administration and faculty, and the division currently unfolding in our constituency
cannot mirror the Holy Spirit. “Works of the flesh,” as Paul defines them, include “rivalries,
dissensions, [and] divisions.” (Gal. 5:19-21). But, as a Board of Trustees and an Association,
let’s hold true to the fruit/motivations of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23). It is vital that we unify, and
stand together, as the world watches and the devil lies in wait for any chance to attack. Jesus
said to his disciples, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35). We are to exhibit love to
one another so that the world sees discipleship in Jesus in all of us. The Board of Trustees is
confident that when focused on addressing these issues through the lens of this Spiritual fruit,
God will honor that process and unify those who love CPCS all the more!

Third, as the political landscape continues to evolve, and Christians are confronted with
realities of societal worldview disparities, it would prove fundamentally flawed and contrary to
our mission to substitute anything, of any kind, in the place of the infallible Word of God, to instill
in our children God’s second greatest commandment: love your neighbor as yourself. The
challenge proves broader than substitutionary authority; however, in that we must challenge our
students to not only be children of the Word, but children who live out the Word. “For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” (Eph. 2:8-10).

Therein lies the overall challenge, not focused solely on a civil rights lesson presented to
8th grade students (while that is a vital component of it), but rather encompassing the
development of a framework and structure to be carried throughout all grade levels, from Pre-K



through 8th grade, boldening the message that God’s image, imprinted on ALL humankind,
demands a Christian response. Therefore, the goal of all of this must be to develop a
framework and structure under which our students, filled with the Spirit, can fully grasp and live
out 1) that each is a sinner; 2) that each is in need of a Savior, and that is Christ Jesus; 3) that
the gift of salvation by grace, through faith renews all aspects of Christian life; and 4) that
through their works and love for others, each WILL transform the world around them in the
name of Jesus. “Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works.” (James 2:18b). Just as Abraham’s faith was completed by his works, and thus counted
to him as righteousness, so too must our works become the manifestation of our faith to our
world. “For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.”
(James 2:26). This model represents the disciple this Board, our administration, and our faculty
and staff endeavor to develop in each student who learns at CPCS, in partnership with each
student’s parents or guardians and their church.

The Board of Trustees stands committed to ensuring that this message proves clear, is
delivered without resorting to substitutionary resources, and grows firmly rooted in the Word of
God. We affirm:

That Crown Point Christian School was founded as, and still
remains, an association of evangelical Christians committed to
providing a Biblically-based, Christ-centered education that
partners with parents in preparing children spiritually, socially,
academically, and physically to honor God in all aspects of life.

We, as Board members, parents, administration, faculty and staff must also live out that
endeavor, including showing intentional love and care for others.

All of us would agree that heaven will overflow with people reflecting the full array of the
characteristics of God’s image. “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one
could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and
crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb!’” (Rev. 7:9-10). While we await our eternal home, therefore, we must live out God’s
command to love one another as described throughout scripture. “You shall not wrong a
sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You shall not mistreat
any widow or fatherless child.” (Exodus 22:21-22). And this call to action must be joined with the
reality that we were once those sojourners, that we are adopted sons and daughters of the Most
High, not because of anything we did, but through the miraculous life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, allowing us, who were once enemies of God, to be reconciled to Him unto eternal
life. (Rom. 9-11).

Just as was evident at the meeting on April 21, 2021, the Board of Trustees is not proud
to admit a wrong. The Board is also not so proud as to profess to have the knowledge and
expertise to develop a structure and framework through which this discipleship process should



be implemented. For that reason, we immediately began identifying spiritual leaders in our
community to undertake this vital task in partnership with the Board of Trustees, administration,
faculty, and parents of CPCS to develop the framework of instruction toward living out God’s
love to our communities. Those individuals include the following:

● Pastor Charlie Contreras - Spiritual Formation and Leadership Pastor at Faith
Church, Dyer and Munster, Indiana

● Andrew Fentress - Dean/Assistant Principal, Calvin Christian School, South
Holland, IL

● Ruben Sernas - Spanish Pastor at El Pacto de Gracia, Chicago Heights, IL
(pending approval from his church consistory)

The foregoing list makes up a range of backgrounds and denominations, and the Board of
Trustees is confident this broad base will yield the most robust framework and structure through
which to disciple our students to intentionally love their neighbors as themselves. The group
also includes a dual language pastor to bridge this structure and framework into the CPCS Dual
Language program. This process has already begun, and will continue as long as necessary to
develop this structure and framework. We plan to hold periodic town hall style meetings to touch
upon progress, and simply discuss the subject in partnership with CPCS and its parents/
guardians. Although the catalyst for this process proved complicated and troubling, the Board of
Trustees thanks God for His swift provision of a path toward restoration which will strengthen
the educational mission of Crown Point Christian School.

Finally, let us proceed from here in love; love for our faculty, love for our administration,
love for our neighbors. The Board of Trustees is ever-reminded of God’s providence over this
school, His protection over the decades of its vibrant growth, and we stand committed to living
out God’s will for His school through prayer and discernment. We will see these processes
through to completion, and will continue to encourage and develop greater parent partnership in
them. We love our school, we love our administration, faculty and staff, we love all members of
our Association, and we are hopeful this love remains evident. “So now faith, hope, and love
abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor. 13:13).

In Grace and Service,

Board of Trustees
Crown Point Christian School Association, Inc.


