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based on the lyrics of Chris Tomlin's
song "Lay Me Down." How can we
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mr. Jeff Schutt
P R E S I D E N T
What does “Excellence through
Christ” mean to you? I am certain I
would receive hundreds of different
responses, some of which may
include: strong academic
performance, Christ-centered
instruction and education,
competitive sport venues that
challenge our children, and many, many more. I believe
most responses would reference scripture where we
are called to excellence and to do everything to the
best of our abilities for the glory of our Creator.
I was reminded of our school’s EXCELLENCE when I
reflected on the gracious outpouring of donors,
bidders, auctioneers, and volunteers at our recent
auction. I was humbled when I looked around the gym
and saw so many people gathered for the single
purpose of continuing Christian education at CPCS.
Among the crowd were many grandparents, whose
legacy includes providing Christian education for their
children and grandchildren.
This is a recurring theme throughout the school’s
history. Parents and grandparents are endlessly
showing their support for Crown Point Christian School
through working at the thrift store, supporting the
various fundraisers, and lending a hand whenever
needed on various committees or at events. We are
grateful for the commitment all of our families have
made to provide a Christian education for their
children.

MISSION AND PURPOSE
Crown Point Christian School is an association of
evangelical Christians committed to providing a
biblically based, Christ-centered education that
partners with parents in preparing children
spiritually, socially, academically, and physically to
honor God in all aspects of life.

The Board of Trustees is also at work maintaining the
school’s strong legacy of “Excellence through Christ.”
Over the past twelve years CPCS has been challenged
with exponential growth and much of the focus has
been on continued expansion of the facility. As
enrollment has leveled off, the board has turned our
focus to creating a 3~5 year plan so the excellence our
families enjoy now can be sustained into the future. The
board covets your prayers as we continue to develop
this future vision for Crown Point Christian School.

"AND WHATEVER YOU DO,
WHETHER IN WORD OR
DEED, DO IT ALL IN THE
NAME OF THE LORD JESUS,
GIVING THANKS TO GOD THE
FATHER THROUGH HIM."
COLOSSIANS 3:17

Recent Board Activity
The Board of Trustees is assessing staff
vacancies, enrollment, and the general
budget for the 2019-2020 school year.
Please pray for the continued process of
hiring new teachers and staff, and that
the Lord will lead the people of his
choosing to CPCS.
The Board of Trustees has been editing the
employee handbook to make updates
which will fully encompass all employees of
Crown Point Christian School.
A “Vision Night”, facilitated by Design
Group International, was completed by the
board on February 26. The purpose of this
was to begin the process of creating a 3~5
year plan for CPCS. Please pray the Lord
will lead us in this process.
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MORE THAN BIBLE CLASSES
Mr. Michael Wiersma
S U P E R I N T E N D E N T
If there is one thing the spring weeks of a school year
are known for, in addition to warming temperatures, it
is trusting God’s faithfulness in filling various teaching
positions that may arise throughout a campus our size.
Sitting down with candidates is an invitation to see
God’s provision by providing someone passionate, not
only about children, but about Christian education.
One key question I pose during an interview is “What
does it mean to you to teach Christianly?"

CPCS is not called to withdraw from the world; rather
we are a lens through which to see the world in all its
broken beauty and then, engage to do good and love
others.

At the root of a question like this is an opportunity to
discern what exactly makes Christian education
distinct and radical. I would argue it is a question we
all should ponder in our own hearts. Stemming from
the conviction that “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom...” Psalm 111:10a, the Reformed
tradition has long recognized Christ’s lordship extends
over every aspect of life, including education. There is
no such thing as “neutral” education. Every sphere of
life is ultimately shaped and informed by faith
commitments. Crown Point Christian School is no
different, we do not provide a neutral education, we
believe every subject can only be fully known through
the sovereignty of Jesus Christ.

This framework enables us to emphasize that the
entire curriculum at CPCS is shaped and nourished by
faith in Christ. In other words, it is far more than just
having a Bible class as part of our curriculum.
Students at Crown Point Christian School are
fortunate to deepen their knowledge of the Bible, and
are also invited to see all learning through God’s
Word. Our teachers believe in the importance of
teaching Christianly and I am grateful for the
countless ways they live this out each day. CPCS
continues to be an arm of the body of Jesus Christ in
the world by sharing in generosity to those in need
through service opportunities. Students of all abilities
are treated each day as image-bearers of God and
have a place in His plan. God-given talents are
fostered in music, arts, and sports where
sportsmanship is prioritized over winning. Teachable
moments reinforce to students that it is more important
to be kind and gracious than it is to be right.

“Jesus Christ is Lord” is a radical expression that
impacts every aspect of God’s good creation. Our
curriculum should enable students to learn about
everything through the lens of Christian faith. As such,
it is a reminder that Christian education is not meant to
be a “safe” education but a “good” education.

Crown Point Christian School and the Christian
education students are receiving here is more than
Bible classes. Each child is shown the love of Christ
every day in the classroom, in the hallway, on the
playground or the court. Thank you for and partnering
with us and entrusting your children to CPCS.

Would you like to learn more
about CPCS? We would love for
you to visit our campus.
Contact our Admissions
Coordinator, Mrs. Lisa Knight, at
lknight@crownpointchristian.org

GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
Mrs. Lisa Wilson
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Being part of Crown Point Christian School in a variety of roles since 2003, it is
at times easy for me to take for granted the numerous blessings God has poured
on our school time and time again. He has blessed us with incredible growth, a
beautiful campus that expanded with that growth, and the opportunity to share
His love with the students who walk these halls, the families who make up our
association, and the community He has placed us in.
Colossians 1:16b-17 says, “all things have been created through Him and for Him.
He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” These verses are
ones we should hold near to our hearts as we look to the future of Crown Point
Christian School. Since our humble beginnings in 1985, wondering if there would
be funds to pay our dedicated staff, through our growing years providing for
five building phases, or the implementation of new programs like Student
Services and Spanish Immersion, God has shown us He will supply all our needs.
As the Board of Trustees continues to refine the path going forward for CPCS,
we continue to rest on His faithfulness.
I challenge you with a need for prayer and financial support and ask you
continue to pray for our school’s growth both physically and spiritually. Pray for
wisdom in decision making for our school board and administration. We are
thankful for each of our CPCS parents, grandparents, and association members
who faithfully demonstrate a heart on fire for Christian education. Thank you for
being a large piece of this puzzle so perfectly crafted by God.

Thank You

Crown Point Christian School and our students have been greatly
blessed by the generosity of so many. With your help over $100,000
was raised for CPCS at the auction this year.

Great is Thy
faithfulness
Great is Thy
faithfulness
Morning by morning
new mercies I see
And all I have needed
Thy hand hath
provided
Great is Thy
faithfulness
Lord unto me
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EXCEL AT CPCS
Mr. Stanton Rayson

SPANISH IMMERSION UPDATE
Mrs. Lisa Flipse

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXCEL TEACHER

S P A N I S H

What are we looking for in an EXCEL
student? According to American
educational psychologist, Joseph Renzulli,
a truly gifted student is characterized by
three traits: high ability, high creativity,
and high task commitment. Note that "high
task commitment" does not necessarily
mean for schoolwork. A gifted student
may, in fact, show little interest in
schoolwork that is too easy ~ but may be an avid
investigator of natural history, or jazz, or astronomy,
etc., acquiring an impressive amount of knowledge or
skill over months or years.

and deeper, requiring creative thinking, ingenuity, and
synthesis of acquired skills. Sometimes people assume
EXCEL is like the regular class, but at an accelerated
pace. It is not. EXCEL is qualitatively different: more
open-ended and exploratory, with greater opportunity
for reflection, discussion, and creative response.
Students' favorite EXCEL projects include:
collaboratively writing an entire interactive novel,
designing and building working sets of panpipes,
developing a reform of the English spelling system, and
learning to write mathematical computer programs.
There is always something interesting going on in EXCEL!

The EXCEL program at CPCS exists to provide the extra
challenge gifted students require in order to stay
engaged in the classroom and grow to their potential. In
determining if a student would benefit in the program,
we use multiple data points to ensure an accurate
picture of each student including grades, observation,
formal testing, and teacher recommendation.
Crown Point Christian School currently offers EXCEL in
language arts and math courses. Middle school EXCEL
enrichment meets weekly to work on projects that start
where the regular curriculum leaves off and goes wider

STUDENT SERVICES UPDATE
Mrs. Jenn Cary
DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES
At Crown Point Christian School, we strive to use programs and methods to help our diverse group of students
achieve grade level standards in learning. One practice we have begun to implement this year is called Response to
Intervention (RTI). RTI is the practice of providing multi-tiered, high quality, research-based interventions for
struggling learners. Our grade level teachers target specific skills over the course of the school year. When
necessary, students may be identified as benefiting from additional instruction focused on a particular skill.
These additional supports or tiers are designed to ensure students have optimal opportunities to successfully meet
grade level learning expectations and state standards. Student progress is monitored at each tier of intervention to
determine the need for additional instruction/intervention. As we continue to implement this approach, we will
constantly evaluate and refine our processes to ensure the success of each and every student at CPCS.
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I M M E R S I O N

P O I N T

P E R S O N

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations..." Matthew 28:19a
I have had the joy of watching our Crown Point
Christian School teachers doing a wonderful job
applying this Bible verse to their students in many
ways. Now that I have seen and heard Spanish
Immersion students growing in their second language,
this verse is even more precious to me. I realize
students in the SI program are truly able to reach so
many more people for Christ in the native language
because of their knowledge of Spanish. Many
students in the program have already had
opportunities to travel, meet new neighbors, and
write letters using the gift of the Spanish language
they have been learning.
It has been exciting to have teachers join CPCS from
a variety of cultures and share those cultures with
their students and the school. To experience how
each corner of the world has different traditions,
celebrations, historic landmarks, accents, and even
different dialects depending on where you are has
been amazing! We currently have teachers from
Spain, Mexico, and Puerto Rico and it has been a
blessing for me to walk alongside each of them
during this journey in the Spanish Immersion program.
In the spring of 2018 the first state administered
English-based test, the ISTEP, was given to the third
grade Spanish Immersion class. These students had
only been introduced to English-based instruction at
the beginning of the 2017-2018 school year. Students
tested so well if you were to review the immersion

class scores mixed in with English third grade classes,
you would not know which kids were receiving
Spanish or English instruction all day. The transferable
skills are working and it is a blessing for parents and
teachers to celebrate that.
As we look forward to the next few years, we will
begin seeing some major changes for immersion
students. The 2019-2020 school year will be the start
of the fifth year of the Spanish Immersion program at
Crown Point Christian School and will bring the
addition of a fifth grade SI classroom. Students will
begin to switch classes and teachers throughout the
day as more English-specific skills are increased and
they prepare for middle school. We are excited to
continue to see these students grow in both their
English and Spanish knowledge.
I have had the privilege of serving as the Spanish
Immersion Point Person at Crown Point Christian
School for the past four years ~ from its inception to
now five grade levels with over 100 students. I would
like to thank you for your support in these years and
the confidence to stick with us as we navigated this
new adventure. I will miss it greatly, but it is time for
me to move on from the position as Spanish Immersion
Point Person at CPCS. I look forward to seeing what
the future holds for Crown Point Christian School as a
whole, to embrace language and culture of every kind
and to go out and be disciples for Him.

FRESH IDEAS IN LEARNING
Mrs. Erin LaRue
FIFTH GRADE TEACHER

"There is music
in every child.
The teacher's
job is to find and
nuture it."

Student engagement is a key element in
successful learning. At Crown Point Christian
School, we strive to ensure our classrooms are
exciting, engaging environments for our
students. Studies show when student
engagement is high, more learning is taking
place. In my fifth grade social studies classes, I
use every opportunity I can to turn a book lesson into a hands-on,
experiential lesson for my students.
For example, when I teach our unit about European Exploration,
we spend time learning about the explorers and then we conduct a
classroom simulation where students assume a role as a sailor
aboard Christopher Columbus’s first voyage. Students are able to
use their God-given imaginations to experience life aboard a ship.
Some students become sick from scurvy, and they die on the
journey if they can’t reach the Americas (and fresh fruit with
vitamin C) in time.

REENACTING THE

revolutionary war

When we study the American Revolution, I conduct a lesson using
Skittles. Each student is given twenty skittles and the "King" begins
to tax the students who are wearing jeans, have a sister, or have
their hair pulled up. Students begin to feel empathy with the
colonists who were being taxed unfairly. These experiences allow
them to retain information attached to feelings and experiences,
which helps to extend a student’s motivation to learn.
The memories attached to the experience help students recall the
information on a later assessment. Student test scores are higher
when they're engaged in the classroom. Middle schoolers often
visit my classroom and tell me the simulations were their favorite
part of fifth grade. The knowledge gleaned is a treasure they can
carry with them even after the unit is complete.

Frances Clark

ORCHESTRA
Mr. Doug Ackerson
O R C H E S T R A

T E A C H E R

The Orchestra is kind of the “new kid
on the block” here at CPCS. We
started seven years ago with ten
beginners, grades second through
seventh, as an after school activity.
After a couple of years, we
managed to fit Orchestra into the
daily school schedule, with the
exception of the fourth graders, who still meet after
school. The program has grown to exceed fifty
musicians today.
I speak to the third graders every April about the
program, and demonstrate the instruments for them. We
then hold a parent meeting in May where students can
actually play different instruments and see which one
might be for them.
We have a great summer Orchestra program too! The
beginners start here, learning how to get the
instruments out of the case. By the time summer
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Orchestra is over, they can already put on a mini
performance for their parents! For the older students, I
teach a class called Movies and Music, where we play
music from their favorite movies, and then watch clips
from the movie as well. Grand fun!
Orchestra performs in two school concerts a year for all
three of the Orchestras. The fifth through eighth
graders also have the opportunity to participate in the
ISSMA Solo and Ensemble contest. The older musicians
are often invited to play for some other special
occasions as well. Orchestra is a unique opportunity at
CPCS for students to grow their God-given talents.

Interested in learning more about
the Orchestra program at CPCS?
Contact Mr. Ackerson at
dackerson@crownpointchristian.org
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DEAR CLASS OF 2019,
I am honored to write this letter to you as you close in on your last days as Crown Point Christian School
students. The Class of 2019 holds a special place in my heart, because you are the first class I was able to
spend two full years teaching at CPCS. This time has created a unique bond between us, one I don’t take
for granted. I’ve watched you grow in so many ways both academically and spiritually. Somehow between
these two years you’ve become so much more than just students to me. So, I can’t let you go without
sharing the top five things I want you to remember as you move on from Crown Point Christian School.
Your academics matter, but they don’t matter more than your character. You can be
brilliant, but if you see someone sitting alone at lunch and you walk right by them,
you’re missing the point.
Be kind to yourself, but not too kind. Find the balance. You will make mistakes, learn
from them and move on.
Be responsible for yourself. Don’t put that on anyone else. Your success or your failure
is yours ~ own it.
Forgive easily. This world is full of good grudge holders, don’t be one of them.
At the end of it all, it comes down to this: love God, love each other. No need to
complicate it. Show this love in everything you do. Everything.
I wish nothing but the best for you. My sincerest prayer is that you walk the rest of your days with your
head held high knowing how special you are and how truly loved by God you are and that you share His
great love with everyone you meet.
Best,
Mrs. Sparks
Middle School Teacher

Psalm 57:10

"Great is Your Love!"
Psalm 57:10

SAFE AND SECURE
Mr.Nicholas Groen
A S S I S T A N T

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Thanks to the generosity of so many over the last two
years, Crown Point Christian School has been able to
invest heavily in creating a physically secure
environment in which our students can be educated. We
have installed new doors, purchased a visitor
background check system, installed shatter resistant
film, and updated lighting around the building. While we
remain dedicated to creating a safe and secure learning
environment, we have joy in knowing fully that our
physical security is not the only security we as Christians
prize.
John 3:16 famously describes the security we have in the
salvation offered through knowing Jesus Christ. As
Christians, the Bible is clear in describing the troubles
and trials Christians face and identifying the awful
reality of hell. What peace, or security, we have in
belonging to a loving and caring Father.

Our security at CPCS is not just found in bricks and
glass, but in the relationships that are built and
cultivated here. It is an encouraging word from a
teacher, a hug from a friend, the reassurance of a
friendly smile. It is chapels, wing sings, daily devotions,
and times of prayer. We are uniquely blessed to be part
of a community in which security is available to us not in
only our earthly relationships, but in the relationship we
have with our Creator and Savior.
As a school we acknowledge the need, especially in this
day and age, for physical security. More importantly,
however, we recognize the need to seek out and foster
our eternal security through faith in Him.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life."
John 3:16

CLASS OF 2019

LAY ME DOWN
A Devotional by Ms. Jenny Kuiken

SALTeam
Mr.Larry Koontz

S I X T H

M I D D L E

G R A D E

T E A C H E R

Many of us have most likely heard the praise and worship song “Lay Me Down” on the
radio or on a Sunday morning at church. How many of us have really contemplated the
words as we sing them? The message of this song has taken on a whole new meaning to
me this past year.
The 2018-2019 school year is one I will never forget. On Sunday, August 26, 2018, God
called my mom to her heavenly home. I was by her side when she took her last breath.
Before she passed I watched Mom open her eyes, close and immediately open them
wide again for a second. She had the biggest smile in that moment but never opened
her eyes again. I truly believe in that instant she was in the presence of God.

Letting go of my pride
Giving up all my rights
Take this life and let it shine
Take this life and let it shine

"Lay ME down, I belong to YOU alone"

I was definitely not ready for my mom to leave this earth. Honestly, I was angry God took
her. But in my grief I realized this was part of His plan, not mine. Mom trusted Christ in
this life and was rejoicing in His presence now. God was just beginning to teach me I
would need to lay down my plans and truly trust in Him as my sovereign Father.
My family had been advised it would be in my dad’s best interest not to tell him about
Mom’s death since he was suffering with dementia. My siblings and I gathered at my
brother’s house the day after Mom’s funeral to begin sorting through her belongings.
While we were there, we received a phone call from my dad’s memory facility. They told
us we needed to come quickly. Dad's health was failing and they weren’t sure how much
longer he would have.
"Letting go of MY PRIDE giving up all MY RIGHTS"

We moved Dad to my sister’s house where we could be together as a family. We sang his
favorite hymns, prayed with him and cared for him the way he did for us. Faced with the
reality of losing both my parents in such a short time, I wanted so badly to hang on to my
pride and my plans. “Letting go of my pride, giving up all my rights” rang in my head. Dad
was a child of God. He had always taught us about God and how when this day came
what a glorious day it would be! It was so difficult for my family to give up “our rights” to
have Dad here with us, but when we are able to let go and give all control to God we are
able to rejoice even in the most difficult times in our lives.
"It will be my joy to say YOUR WILL YOUR WAY"

On Sunday, September 2, 2018, God took my dad home. I know my parents are no longer
in pain. They are in the presence of God and rejoicing in the Kingdom of Heaven because
they were believers of our One True King! Even though Mom and Dad are gone from this
earth, they are now united with our Father in Heaven which allows me to be able to say
“Your will, Your way” with joy even on the most toughest days.
When you rely on Christ alone, you are given a peace and a joy like no other knowing the
life we live is no longer up to us. May you feel the joy of the freedom that comes in
trusting every part of your life to God's plan. Understanding we have not been placed on
this earth for our own gain but only to live for Him and be part of a much larger story ~
the story of salvation in Jesus Christ.
Thank you, Mom and Dad, for raising me in a Christian home and teaching me the simple
message of salvation by faith alone in Him. I will one day be with you in Paradise!

I lay me down I'm not my own
I belong to You alone
Lay me down, lay me down
Hand on my heart
this much is true
There’s no life apart from you
Lay me down, lay me down
Lay me down, lay me down

It will be my joy to say
Your will Your way

S C H O O L

T E A C H E R

Perhaps you have heard of SALTeam, or SALT for short, and wondered at the strange acronym. Let me introduce you.
The CPCS Student Accountability Leadership Team (SALT) is a group of 21 seventh and eighth grade students who
completed an application and interview process to become a part of the team. The SALTeam provides a platform for
middle school students to pursue their passions in ministry and assist in meeting various needs in and around our school
both spiritually and socially.
WHEN STUDENTS LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE, THEIR GIFTS AND ABILITIES ARE DEMONSTRATED.
THIS COULDN'T BE MORE EVIDENT THAN IT IS WATCHING THESE STUDENTS SERVE CPCS AND THEIR
COMMUNITY. The team is encouraged to find ways to serve at CPCS and beyond. Students have done an amazing
job at this. Here are a few ways SALTeam has been able to make an impact in this school year.
SALTeam members have volunteered at Second
Life Resale Shoppe.
A number of team members volunteer to be
part of a large group of students sharing Bible
studies during Friday afternoon study halls.
Assisted at the Second Life annual Christmas
party in the CPCS gym with a variety of needs.
SALT has been able to help out our wonderful
Facilities Manager, Mr. Fischer, going around
the school wiping down the locker tops.
Planning, preparing, setting up, and leading
middle school worship times at Friday Night
Fires.
Starting Locker Buddies ~ an idea born out of a
desire from a seventh grader who wanted to
encourage sixth grade students.
A couple of SALTeam members have a passion
for the middle school air-band night and are
planning to continue this tradition with some
help from their friends.

The team spent time during the Christmas season
caroling at Park Place of St. John. This began as an
opportunity to sing to and with residents and share
cookies, but became "P3" (Park Place Project), which
coordinates interaction between Park Place residents
and CPCS students on a weekly basis. Students spend
time pouring into the lives of the residents bringing a
smiling face and time to get to know each other as they
interact and play games together.

It will be my joy to say
Your will Your way
It will be my joy to say

From SALTeam members...

Your will Your way always

“SALT gives you a voice in middle school. Instead of hoping some people in charge will do something you want,
you are able to set it up and do it yourself. It helps you give back to the school.” Jillian Robbins, 8th Grader

"LAY ME DOWN"
Chris Tomlin

“SALT is a great way to help serve in your community by exceeding past your comfort zone and serving with
other middle schoolers. SALT has helped me make new friends who share a love for Jesus and lend a hand to
those in need while also spreading God's love along the way." Gracie Jania, 8th Grader
“SALT has made me feel included and given me a voice. I would encourage everybody to join!”
Reagan Kooy, 7th Grader
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OVERCOMING CHALLENGES IN ATHLETICS
Mr. Tom Kamp
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

"You, dear children, are from God and

to glorify Him in our talents and also in the hope

have overcome them, because the one

our students learn there is joy in wins and losses.

who is in you is greater than the one

There are experiences in these moments that will

who is in the world." 1 John 4:4. When

teach life lessons to our kids and help them learn

you chose the cross, followed Christ,

the triumphs and struggles placed in our lives are

and asked the Holy Spirit into your

part of His plan and help shape us into who He

life, were you told by anyone it might
be challenging? Have you encountered difficulty

Can we overcome the challenges and obstacles

Christian walk? If we read our Bible carefully

that present themselves in life and athletics and

God never says, "Follow me and it will be easy!”
He does tell us in John 16:33, "I HAVE TOLD
YOU THESE THINGS, SO THAT IN ME YOU

through uncomfortable situations and struggles

WILL HAVE TROUBLE. BUT TAKE
HEART! I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD.”

G R A D E

B O Y S

B A S K E T B A L L

8 T H

G R A D E

G I R L S

B A S K E T B A L L

7 T H

G R A D E

B O Y S

B A S K E T B A L L

7 T H

G R A D E

G I R L S

B A S K E T B A L L

6 T H

G R A D E

G I R L S

wants us to be.

in your job, relationships, family life, or even your

MAY HAVE PEACE. IN THIS WORLD YOU

8 T H

teach our children to do the same? Will we work
with teammates that will make us better Christ
followers? For His glory and by His grace we can
overcome any struggle set before us. When you
find yourself struggling with an issue or serious
concern in life, consider the life of Job. He

Sports is a big part of life for many of our

traveled through many deep waters and still gave

students at Crown Point Christian School. I love

God all the glory. Give thanks for the triumphs

what our students can learn from being part of a

and challenges and “take heart, he has overcome

team. Most of all I love that the reason we play is

the world!"

7 T H
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G R A D E

B O Y S

V O L L E Y B A L L

8 T H

G R A D E

B O Y S

V O L L E Y B A L L

6 T H

G R A D E

B O Y S

B A S K E T B A L L

B A S K E T B A L L

" A "

C H E E R

6 T H

G R A D E

B O Y S

T E A M

B A S K E T B A L L

" B "

FINE
ARTS
"MISS NELSON IS MISSING!"
Mrs. Taytum Bultema
FINE ARTS COMMITTEE MEMBER
The second annual Crown Point Christian School play, “Miss Nelson is
Missing!” certainly wasn’t missing fun. Over three performances,
audiences were treated to an exciting mystery, based on the beloved
children’s book.
With a cast of fourteen, three sound and tech staff, a backstage
crew of thirteen, and seven hair and makeup artists; the play was a
wonderful opportunity to involve many middle school kids. The
students learned to work together, and to support each other through
months of practice. They learned that each person is necessary to
make a successful production; that there really are not any small
parts!

HOPE & SECOND LIFE
Ms. Amber Siple, 2004 CPCS Graduate
SECOND LIFE OFFICE MANAGER
I would imagine people believe Second Life Resale Shoppe was given
such a name simply because the items sold here are given new purpose,
but what you may not know is how many lives are changed here as well.
I have been on staff as the Office Manager a mere six months at Second
Life, and I can tell you that before now I really didn’t think it was
possible to feel God moving within my workplace every single day.
From starting the work day with devotions and prayer, to working
alongside a staff who also have a heart for God, and watching
volunteers give so selflessly ~ my life has most certainly been affected.
And that’s just me, I’ve heard from volunteers and customers alike who
say coming here gives them hope when they need it most and provides
them a way to use their gifts to serve God on a regular basis.
When I find myself in a difficult situation, I think of the people who come
here, even after many of them have been given every reason in life to
doubt God, they still show up for His mission. When I asked volunteers
Kim Slager and Gene Dunham why they continue to serve here at
Second Life, they both replied with the same thing ~ “The people.”
Our mission at Second Life is about just that ~ the people; the people
who visit our store and the amazing volunteers who give of their time
and their hearts to show Christ’s love to others. “We all carry crosses in
our lives, and I believe the staff and volunteers here genuinely try to
help lessen those burdens for one another and our customers,” Rick
Alspach, Second Life Operations Manager shared.
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our calling as the hands and feet
of Christ in this world. CPCS
strives to provide our students
and families with opportunities to
encourage the expression of a
heart of service and gratitude for
all the blessings He has
given to each of us.

Some CPCS
2018-2019
Service Projects
Collecting eye glass readers for
Mission Partners for Christ to
distribute on an island in the
Indian Ocean
February food drive for the Food
Pantry of NWI
Pajama drive through Scholastic
to help promote a comforting

WE INVITE YOU ALL TO COME AND
SEE JUST HOW MANY WAYS
SECOND LIFE GIVES MEANING TO
OUR NAME; SERVING AS THE
HANDS AND FEET OF GOD, RIGHT
HERE IN CROWN POINT, INDIANA.

bedtime routine for children
affected by instability
Collecting money to buy shoes
for children in Mexico
Collecting gloves and scarves
for Faith in Action
Collecting care package items
for Phil’s Friends to distribute to

Director Bethany DeVries and the rest of the Fine Arts Committee
especially enjoyed watching the kids grow from the apprehension of
audition day to a confident final performance. The middle school
students learned to step out of their comfort zones and into their
different roles to entertain their peers, family, and friends of Crown
Point Christian School.
Thank you to all who were involved, entertained, and supported the
play and the CPCS Fine Arts program.

CPCS SERVES
Service is an important part of

cancer patients
Bibles and blankets for St. Jude
Middle school classes sponsoring
and providing Christmas gifts
for families in need

In March Second Life prestented a check for $300,000 to
CPCS to assist families with tuition. Thank you Second Life!

Participating in a drive to collect
socks for the homeless for
"Socktober." Donations were
sent to the St. Jude House

MEMORIAL TREE

ALUMNI UPDATE
Kevin Corcoran
E I G H T H

G R A D E

S T U D E N T

We had the privilege of welcoming two CPCS alumni to our faculty this school year. Eighth grader, Kevin Corcoran,
had the opportunity to ask each of these teachers what they have been up to and how it feels returning to CPCS.
WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN UP TO SINCE YOUR TIME AS A STUDENT AT CPCS?
After graduating from CPCS, I attended and
I graduated from Crown Point Christian School in
graduated from Illiana Christian in 2012. I then went
2010. I went on to attended Illiana Christian High
School where I participated in choir and theater. I
on to receive my Bachelor’s Degree in Exercise and
was blessed to graduate from Grace College in May of
Movement Science from Huntington University in 2016.
2018 with a degree in Elementary Education.
In May I will complete graduate school, earning my
Physical Education degree.
WHAT IS IT LIKE TO TEACH AT THE SCHOOL YOU ATTENDED?
Amazing! I used to walk these same hallways and
It’s awesome. When I was a student here, I never
imagine my life as a teacher. Now I am able to
imagined myself coming back as a teacher, but I’m
experience that dream as reality at CPCS. It just feels
glad that God has led me back here. It’s great to be
right to be in the place where my love for teaching
on the other side of Christian education now. I get the
began to grow.
chance to impact students in ways that my teachers
impacted me when I was a student here.
HOW HAS CPCS CHANGED SINCE YOU GRADUATED AND HOW IS IT STILL THE SAME?
The most noticeable difference is the size of the
It’s a lot bigger. I was part of the first class to
classes and the campus. God has blessed Crown Point
complete a full school year on the current campus. I
graduated with only 18 classmates, so there are a lot
Christian School with amazing growth over the years
more students now. The campus itself has grown too.
and it is so exciting to see what he has done at CPCS.
When I was here there was no gym and only two
hallways of classrooms.
Even though the size of CPCS has changed
drastically, the feeling of community has not changed.
The staff and students at CPCS still feel like my
I love that students are able to come in to this building
second family just like they did when I was a student
each day and feel a sense of safety and belonging in
this place and in His plan.
here. The Christ-centered atmosphere is still the same.
Everyone is always encouraging and challenging each
other to grow in faith.
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT BEING A PART OF THE FACULTY HERE?
The staff! I love working
I love just being with the
alongside some of the
students. Not only teaching,
teachers I had the
but all of the other
privilege to learn from as a
interactions as well, like
student. I am now able to
having little conversations
learn from their experience
before or after class, talking in
as a teacher. Everyone is so
the hallways, and forming
kind and helpful, promoting
relationships with them
a team atmosphere.
through coaching.

Miss Aardsma
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Middle School Teacher
Class of 2010

Miss Bonnema

Physical Education Teacher
Class of 2008

IN MEMORY OF CARROLL AUSTIN
Jan Bohlander
Richard & Nora Doherty
Linda Hopkins
Gary & Marcie Pope
Gregory & Jewell Pyle
IN MEMORY OF NELLAINE LICH
Paul & Marie Braun
Jeffrey & Lois Fennema
IN MEMORY OF EDWIN MULDER
Helen J. Mulder
IN MEMORY OF JOHN VERDOUW
Tim & Lisa Wilson
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT AND ANNA VERMEULEN
John & Barbara Groenewold
George & Ruth Jonkman
Ray & Mary Tambrini
Cornelius & Violet VanDrunen
Gary & Bev Van Noort
Ken & Sylvia Vermeulen
Michael & Gail Vermeulen
David & Marjorie Wegner
IN MEMORY OF ROBERT WADSWORTH
Henry & Marlene Van Proyen
HONORARIUMS
In Honor of Julie DeJong's 50th birthday
Bob & Lois Hillegonds

"We will tell the
next generation the
praiseworthy deeds
of the Lord"
Psalm 78:4

If you would like to support
CPCS, donations can be
mailed to:

Crow� Point Christia� School has
bee� deeply blessed by th� continued
involvement of our children,
parents, friends and family and
this w� ar� very grateful.
Pleas� prayerfully consider how you
might b� abl� to support CPCS. All
gifts—no matter what th� size—
mak� a difference. Together w� can
continu� to mak� quality Christian
educatio� availabl� to all.

Crown Point Christian School
Attn: Mrs. Lisa Wilson
10550 Park Place
St. John, IN 46373
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JUNE 11, 2019
Don't miss the fun ~ register today at
crownpointchristian.org/golfouting

Save the Date

Fellowship
Dinner
October 4 , 2019

