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Passionately Committed 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
 

T 
here is beauty in the body of believers. As I 
walk down the halls of Crown Point 
Christian School, I am struck by one main 

thing…community. It is unlike anything that I have ever experienced 
and is something this world cannot understand. It is vividly seen in so 
many things - a teacher that hugs a child, a grandma who volunteers 
faithfully and brings a teacher her favorite coffee, a mom who wraps 
hundreds of hot dogs, and a principal who knows the name of each 
family. This community is no ordinary community. This community is 
built on the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our motivation is not to earn the 
highest salary or win a medal or a prize. We are compelled and 
driven by the love of our Savior who has redeemed us and accepted 
us at our very worst. 
 

Our community isn’t perfect. More often, it is messy, hard, and 
challenging. We have times of disunity, bickering, and pain. This 
imperfect community of believers is passionately committed to the 
work and mission of Jesus Christ. It is a calling to reach each child, 
to embrace and empower their beautiful and unique design and to 
teach them about the One who knows their name. The One that 
created them, loves them, knows them, and has gifted them for a 
work far greater than what they could hope or imagine. 
 

As we take on this mission of loving, leading, and challenging 
students we ask that you partner with Crown Point Christian School 
by joining our vision of this gospel driven community. As a 
community, now more than ever, we need to come together and ask 
God for His hand to be upon our school. Ask Him to lead and guide 
our administration and Board of Trustees. Pray for our teachers, that 
they would have the strength, discernment, and a passion for the 
Lord and each child. Give sacrificially of your time. We need your 
help in our Student Services department, in classrooms, on 
committees, and at Second Life Resale Shoppe. We covet your 
encouragement, cards, and grace. Finally, we need your financial 
support. In order to further the on-going work and needs of a growing 
school, a challenging generation, and a diverse body of students, we 
rely on our continued support of many donors and friends of Crown 
Point Christian School. We could not offer differentiated learning 
opportunities, educational excellence, and Students Services without 
your generous gifts. 
 

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be GLORY in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout ALL generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21 
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Thanks Be To God! 
“...Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  1 Corinthians 15:57 

My God Is… 
 

Sixty-two fourth grade students have been 
answering the prompt, “My God is…”, over the 
past month. Students worked through each step 
of the writing process as they described God with 
adjectives, such as powerful, majestic, mind-
blowing, and creative (to name a few). Each 
student then found evidence in the Bible and their own lives, while 
finally reflecting on why they are thankful for this attribute of God. 
The attributes of God they wrote about were just as unique as each 
individual in our fourth grade classes. 
 

It is a blessing to teach at a Christian school where we are able to 
discover God in every facet of our lives. This year our goal has 
been to teach each subject from a Biblical perspective, instead of 
putting God into each subject. Each week our students take time to 
reflect on this idea, and it is encouraging to see how they find God 
in ways that are special to them. Crown Point Christian School 
gives us the opportunity to grow not only academically, but most 
importantly, spiritually. 
 

—Mrs. Kathy Ambrose, Mrs. Joslyn Burnett & Mrs. Lisa Wilson  
Fourth Grade Teachers 

Honoring Veterans 
 

Several classes at Crown Point Christian 
School made cards to honor local veterans for 
Veterans Day. In response, we received the 
following letter: 
 
 

Dear Mrs. Corder & Students,  
 

We would like to thank you for taking time to make Veterans Day cards.  
They were brought to Adam Benjamin, Jr. Out -Patient Clinic in Crown 
Point. Those receiving them were very touched by your thoughtfulness 
and caring. Some of the World War II veterans had tears in their eyes as 
they read your messages; they are at least 87 years old and some as old 
as 96. All appreciated the fact that you young people truly are grateful for 
what our armed services have done to keep this country free. You made 
Veterans Day even more special with your cards and thanks.  
 

On behalf of the veterans who receive medical care at Adam Benjamin, 
Jr. OPC, we salute your caring and patriotism. Bless you, and may you 
forever enjoy the freedoms for which our veterans fought and died.  
 

Sincerely,  
Pam Miller 
DAV Transportation  



iPad Grant 
 

Crown Point Christian School received a grant in the amount of 
$2,400 to purchase iPads to assist students with disabilities. 
Ms. Pat Huber, President of Crown Point Community 
Foundation (CPCF) shared, “Thank you for your continued 
dedication to education and congratulations to all!”   
 

Crown Point Christian School is thankful for the generosity of 
the CPCF and looks forward to implementing the new iPads into 
our Discovery Center classroom. 

 

 
 
 
(left to right) 
Mrs. Tracy Hall, Development Director 
Mr. Nicholas Groen, Assistant Principal 
Mrs. Becca Harkema, Director of Student 
Services  
Ms. Pat Huber, President of CPCF  

Students Give Back 
 

This Christmas, Student Council 
will be sponsoring the “Adopt-a-
Family” project as a way of showing 
thanks to God for all the blessings 
He has given us. Student Council 
shares, “Because of the many 
blessings God gives us, we want to 
bless others who are not as fortunate.” 
 

From now until December 14, each fifth to eighth grade homeroom 
will adopt a family to support. The St. John Township Center 
provided our Student Council a list of families in need. The list 
includes a brief description of a family, along with the family’s wish 
list. Wish list items include clothing, gift cards, toiletries, etc. Mrs. 
VanDeel, who oversees Student Council, says, “We are very proud 
of our students for being the hands and feet of Jesus by sincerely 
caring about local families and helping them in this special way.” 

Spanish Immersion 
 

Our 26 Spanish Immersion first graders have come bursting 
through the initial language barrier like a herd of wild horses 
trampling a cardboard fence. Two months ago I had a classroom 
full of very confused and somewhat terrified looking six-year-
olds, who have transformed into confident learners who speak, 
play, pray, and build relationships in Spanish. Parents have 
approached me with so many delightful stories about beautiful 
Spanish prayers at bedtime, kids teaching Spanish to siblings, 
and encounters with native speakers in stores and restaurants 
that leave kids and parents alike beaming. Even more 
amazingly, the kids are successfully mastering all of the regular 
first grade curriculum and even becoming fluent readers, all in 
their new language. 
 

When I stepped into our classroom with my 26 new friends in 
August, I knew we would soon have Spanish speakers, but I had 
no idea how quickly it would happen, or how much fun it would 
be. We began with instruction in all subject areas entirely in 
Spanish from day one, and by the seventh week of school they 
were communicating with me and each other entirely in their new 
language, even during lunch! 
 

Few things set my heart aflutter like 
seeing kids discover language; but to 
think that these kids are already 
using that language to talk to God, 
and before we know it will be using it 
to talk to others about Him. I’m 
blessed beyond measure to be part 
of this marvelous process. 
 

—Mrs. Jessie Ackerson, First Grade Spanish Immersion Teacher 

Shout for joy! Experience the joy of 
children bringing praise to His Holy Name! 
Please join Crown Point Christian School 

for this all school performance. 
 

Thursday, January 28, at 6:00 PM 
 

Friday, January 29, at 1:30 PM & 7:00 PM 
 

~ more information at www.crownpointchristian.org ~ 

EXCEL Program 
 

The mission of the EXCEL program at 
Crown Point Christian School is to support 
unique needs of students with special gifts 
and talents. Currently, 40 students are 
receiving services in language arts and 
mathematics at the elementary level and 20 
at the middle school level. Some students 
are seen for one subject while others are 
seen for both. 
 

Gifted students are able to master concepts at a fraction of the time, 
so they are often ahead of a regular classroom pace and able to 
absorb the information being taught very quickly. Through this 
program, students are able to have the instruction tailored to fit their 
needs, allowing them to benefit from exploring subjects in greater 
depth and complexity at a pace which better suits each student. 
Students are recommended to be given the SAGES (Screening 
Assessment for Gifted Elementary and Middle School Students) test 
based on observation in the classroom, teacher input, and test 
scores (such as pretests, ISTEP+, AIMS-WEB, and STAR testing). 
 

Once identified, these students are placed in small groups which 
meet throughout the week. The amount of time varies based on the 
needs of the students. Students generally meet from 30 to 60 
minutes. Some meet daily, while others meet only three times a 
week. 

—Mrs. Kristen Sederstrom, EXCEL Teacher 
 
 

CPCS parents share, “EXCEL has been a huge blessing for our [son]. The 
extra challenges and accelerated material help keep him motivated and 
interested in his schoolwork, and keep his very busy brain occupied! We are 
so thankful that CPCS offers these services.” 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

to those on whom His favor rests.” Luke 2:14 
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