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ON THE COVER
“Fearless!” is the theme for the 
2017-2018 school year.

It is based on Psalm 27:1, "The Lord is 
my light and my salvation — whom shall 
I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life — of whom shall I be afraid?"
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MISSION AND PURPOSE

Crown Point Christian School is an 
association of evangelical Christians 
committed to providing a Biblically 
based, Christ-centered education 
that partners with parents in 
preparing children spiritually, socially, 
academically and physically to honor 
God in all aspects of life.

Fearless



1

CROWN POINT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

RECENT BOARD ACTIVITY

The Board of Trustees continues to 
work closely with our administrators 
to help empower and strengthen the 
CPCS leadership team.

We continue to study the growth of 
CPCS and how to responsibly provide 
for the current and future needs of our 
school.

The board continues to focus on 
optimizing the ways we incorporate 
technology into learning at Crown 
Point Christian School.

The Board of Trustees is carefully 
analyzing changes in the CSI Pension 
Plan and the potential impact for our 
employees.

We are exploring ways to constantly 
blend spiritual and academic 
excellence into all aspects of the 
learning process at CPCS.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mr. Phil Eenigenburg, President

The Board of Trustees counts itself blessed and privileged 
to be involved in the leadership of Crown Point Christian 
School. We continue to work diligently on behalf of our 
association to ensure that our administrators, teachers, 
staff and students have the resources and support they 

need. Our ultimate goal is to continue to provide a place where our 
children can joyfully serve God and others, study His creation diligently 
and model excellence in all of their responsibilities.

Last fall we asked for your prayers as we began the search for a new 
administrator, specifically for a Christian leader possessing the skills, 
knowledge and desire to lead a school our size. After organizing a search 
committee, consulting with Christian Schools International and speaking 
with potential candidates, the Lord began the process of leading Mr. 
Michael Wiersma and his family from California to Northwest Indiana 
and Crown Point Christian School. Mr. Wiersma is now several months 
into his role as our Superintendent and Elementary Principal. We want 
to thank our entire association for doing a wonderful job in welcoming 
the Wiersma family as they become acclimated to our school and our 
community. It is already very evident that Mr. Wiersma and Mr. Groen 
are committed to working faithfully and diligently together as our 
school’s leadership team. 

God has placed Crown Point Christian School in a geographical area that 
continues to experience growth in every direction and as a result, our 
school continues to experience similar enrollment trends. God has always 
provided the means to facilitate this growth in our association’s history 
and we covet your prayers as we again attempt to seek His will for our 
future. In the spring of this year, we conducted a survey to help analyze 
the geographical makeup and projected growth of our association and we 
thank you for your valuable input. A growth study committee has been 
working for several months to evaluate these survey results, appraise our 
current and future spatial needs and establish what courses of action are 
available moving forward. The board is committed to working on behalf 
of our association to be good stewards of the resources that God has 
blessed us with. 

The school board asks that you pray for the process of filling the position 
of development director. We look forward to seeing this role occupied 
with an individual who can help us enthusiastically share the mission and 
excitement of Crown Point Christian School with our association, our 
community and our faithful supporters. 

2017-2018 BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Larry Bolt
Janelle Bremer
Lance Davids
Phil Eenigenburg, President
Julie Hanks
Christopher Huang, Vice Treasurer
Joe Lenehan, Treasurer
Lisa Postma, Secretary
Jeff Schutt, Vice President
Craig Slings, Vicar
Steve Wegner

"Our ultimate goal is to 
continue to provide a 
place where our children 
can joyfully serve God and 
others, study His creation 
diligently and model 
excellence in all of their 
responsibilities."
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IN SEARCH OF A THEME
Mr. Larry Koontz, Middle School Teacher

Walk through the entrance of Crown Point Christian 
School and your eye is immediately drawn towards 
the sharp photography displayed on the monitors in 
our atrium. Well who could blame you if you stop 
for a moment to see what’s coming up next? Maybe 
it is someone you know! You drag yourself away 
and continue only to notice the purple script above 
the atrium archway. Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my 
light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The Lord 
is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be 
afraid?” “Interesting,” you note. “I wonder how that 
verse became the theme for this school year."

A few years back while attending an eighth grade 
graduation at CPCS, I noted the theme verse printed 
on the program. It struck me a bit odd that the eighth 
grade class had their own theme verse. Actually, 
it wasn’t odd that a graduating class at a Christian 
school would have a theme verse. However, I 
wondered why this was the first time I as a teacher 
had heard of it. I assumed it may have even been 
news to the graduates that evening, which did not 
seem quite right to me.

Could and should students have a hand in choosing 
the theme verse for their eighth grade year? Better 
yet, what if they could choose the verse as a seventh 
grade class so their entire eighth grade year could be 
focused around this verse? As I began to ask around 
campus, it turned out others agreed with me. 

There have been a number of iterations over the years 
as to the method of choosing a theme. Today, each 
seventh grade student chooses a verse and provides a 
reason they believe this verse would be a good choice 
for the theme for their eighth grade class. It is my 
responsibility as the middle school Bible teacher to 
narrow down the selection. The final few verses are 
sent on to Mr. Wiersma and Mr. Groen who will work 
with the Education Committee to choose the verse for 
the next school year.

The value of having student input in this process has 
been obvious. Students are invested in and have some 
ownership of the theme verse for the year. Many 
aspects of their eighth grade year are centered around 
the chosen verse and theme. At our eighth grade 
spiritual retreat, the speaker will focus the weekend 
around this verse. CPCS uses this verse in a variety 
of places to keep the theme before all our students 
throughout the year. It will appear on the school 
website, social media, TV monitors around school 
and each year it is printed on the atrium wall.

As teachers, our hope and prayer for the entire 
student body is that they will move fearlessly from 
Crown Point Christian School into their lives, not just 
based on confidence of some kind, but because they 
serve a mighty God who can lead them into anything 
without fear. May all our students go out from CPCS 
prepared to use their God-given gifts and abilities to 
further His kingdom.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
Mr. Michael Wiersma, Superintendent

Jamie and I have both been blessed and fortunate 
to receive Christian education our entire lives from 

kindergarten all the way through 
college. Jamie, a native of Southern 
California, attended Azusa Pacific 
University, and I, a native of 
Michigan, attended Calvin College. 
God brought our paths together in 
1998 when we were introduced to 
each other via a mutual friend at the 
Christian school where I was teaching 
in Southern California. From the very 

beginning of our relationship, we both expressed the 
desire to serve the Lord by using our talents to be a 
blessing to others. Jamie has used her musical talents 
in church settings and teaching piano and I have 
been blessed to work within schools with wonderful 
students, families, faculty and staff.

While we both wear many hats due to our various 
commitments, our favorite hat is the mom and 
dad hat! God has blessed us with three strong and 
active boys, each uniquely gifted and talented by 
God in their own ways. Our oldest, Maddux, is in 
eighth grade and enjoys musical outlets like bass 
and electric guitar, French horn and piano as well as 
athletic outlets such as the CPCS soccer team this 
fall. Caden is in fifth grade and is completely content 
and happy running, playing or throwing any ball he 
can get his hands on. Ryker, our second grader, has a 
song in his heart and on his lips at all moments of the 
day.

During the summer of 2014, we began to sense a real 
call that God may be orchestrating a new chapter in 
our lives. Knowing that there is no better place to be 
than in the center of God’s will, we began to earnestly 
seek God’s face, wondering if He was calling us to 
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something new. Colossians 3:15 soon became our 
family verse; “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful.”  We prayed that 
God would provide a peace to every member of the 
family and make His will known to us. Fast forward 
about a year later, it was clear God had been the 
great conductor of this orchestra by bringing peace 
and comfort to our family as we planned to join the 
Crown Point Christian School family. Praise God for 
His amazing providence.

As we traveled from Southern California to 
Northwest Indiana this summer, one of the highlights 
was the opportunity to go white-water rafting on the 
Colorado River. Our entire family had a wonderful 
experience but it quickly became very apparent to all 
of us that there existed a very strong and dangerous 
current in the Colorado River. Even though there are 
portions of rafting when everyone is able to talk and 
the chatter is loud, there are also specific moments 
when there is only one voice to listen to and that is 
the voice of the captain of the boat. When the captain 
says paddle, you paddle and you do so boldly and 
fearlessly knowing the captain has been down the 
current before and knows what the ending will look 
like.

Our school theme this year is “Fearless!” from Psalm 
27:1, “The Lord is my light and my salvation — 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life — of whom shall I be afraid?” We live in a world 
with powerful philosophical currents that our students 
face every day. We live in a culture with many voices 
calling out to our students. One of the values of 
Christian education is the training of our children to 
listen to the one voice of their Savior who has been 
down the current and knows what the ending looks 
like. By God’s grace, Crown Point Christian School’s 
students can stand fearless in the midst of these 
currents. CPCS students are receiving an education 
that has a firm foundation in God’s word. They are 
being mentored by teachers, coaches, parents and 
pastors who are seeking to stand fearlessly on God’s 
word. This solid foundation gives our students 
tremendous opportunities to be bold and fearless as 
they discover God’s will in their lives.

Thank you so much for your prayers and support 
for this school year. The generosity of our donors, 
supporters and parents who sacrifice to give of their 
time and resources is greatly appreciated. Your 
contributions are making a difference daily in the 
lives of our students.

WELCOME NEW FAMILIES
Mrs. Erin Arterburn, Admissions Coordinator

Crown Point Christian School is blessed to have many of our families return year 
after year. This year we are especially grateful for the 55 new families who joined 
CPCS for the 2017-2018 school year. As our theme verse encourages us, I hope and 
pray this new year offers us opportunities to be fearless in boldly acquiring new skills 
and knowledge, fostering godly friendships and drawing closer to our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

If I can ever answer any questions or help you successfully navigate this year in any way, 
please contact me at earterburn@crownpointchristian.org.
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EMPOWERING OUR STUDENTS
Mrs. Becca Harkema, Director of Student Services

Teaching students with differing needs is not 
always easy. In fact, it can be a bit intimidating. It 
can present challenging moments and new situations. 

Nevertheless our Student Services 
team at Crown Point Christian School 
remains fearless as we work with our 
students knowing God is always with 
us. This year’s school theme is very 
meaningful to the entire department. 
Our Student Services team works with 
teachers to help all God’s children 
receive a Christian education alongside 
of their peers. Even though this may 

look different from child to child, we know we are 
living out God’s desire that He “has placed the parts 
of the body, every one of them, just as He wanted 
them to be.” 1 Corinthians 12:18 

Each year the Student Services Department has been  
able to expand and enrich the support and services we 
offer. This year we are very excited to offer support 
services in our pre-kindergarten program. One of 
the parents of a student receiving these services 
commented, “Our son was diagnosed with autism at 
three years old. He started pre-kindergarten this year 
at Crown Point Christian School and he is thriving. 
We are thrilled with the services and support that he 
has received. He is interacting with his peers and we 
have seen so much progress already.”

In addition to our pre-kindergarten services, we have 
also been able to offer more services to students 
involved in the Spanish Immersion program, our 
primary teacher has moved into a larger space, a 
committed group of volunteers have become prayer 
warriors specifically for Student Services and we 
have continued our partnership with Elim Christian 
Services to find ways to empower our entire school to 
support diverse learners.

I stand in awe this year of God’s provision. As this 
past summer approached, I had many positions to fill 

and I was feeling a bit overwhelmed. However, God 
provided again and sent just the right people to our 
team. It is amazing to see how each team member’s 
individual experiences match perfectly with the 
students they are supporting. We have also been 
blessed with volunteers working in our sensory room, 
our classrooms and with individual students. 
 
One of my favorite parts of this job is watching 
students help each other. I could write many 
examples of this, but I will share two. For some 
students with emotional or behavioral needs, they are 
put on a “check-in” system. This is a program that 
allows an older student to greet another student each 
morning to offer encouragement and a friendly face. 
This year a student that was formerly the recipient 
of a “check-in” from someone is now serving as 
the mentor buddy for a younger student. I also love 
teaching our students to help others outside of our 
school. Our intermediate Student Services team is 
working with students to donate bowls of rice to 
children in hunger throughout the world through 
a website that teaches math facts. When students 
complete a set number of math problems, bowls of 
rice are donated. Our students are watching what 
we do; they see how we accept and treat those with 
differences. What a huge responsibility and gift we 
have to teach the next generation.

As we continue through this school year, I ask that 
you pray our school remains fearless as we work 
to be the best inclusive school that God desires for 
us.  If you would like to be involved in our program 
in some way, we would love to have you join us. 
Please feel free to contact me at any time. Finally, if 
you have questions about our department and what 
it means to be an inclusive school, I would welcome 
the opportunity to speak with you. As a Christian 
community, we are all in this together.
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"Student Services works 
with teachers to help all 
God’s children receive 
a Christian education 
alongside their peers."

If you would like information on how you can be involved in serving God’s children through our department, please feel free 
to contact Becca at bharkema@crownpointchristian.org.



7

CROWN POINT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

SPANISH IMMERSION UPDATE
Mrs. Lisa Flipse, Spanish Immersion Point Person

This summer while on a family vacation in Colorado, 
I witnessed my third grade daughter, Addelyn, 
conversing with a young woman I later learned was 
from Paraguay. As I walked over to join the engaging 
conversation, I realized that wouldn’t be possible; 
it was completely in Spanish. We are now in the 
third year of the Spanish Immersion program at 

Crown Point Christian School. I am 
constantly amazed when I have the 
privilege of being in the classrooms. 
The three-fold purpose behind the 
add.a.lingua mission statement is to 
empower students, to expect language 
and to embrace culture. I see this 
mission being fulfilled in several 
ways at CPCS. 

Our amazing teachers are constantly looking for ways 
to empower their students while offering them the 
best possible education in the classroom. We have 
been blessed to have help this year from the Student 
Services team to work with students who may need 
extra support. This was an answer to prayer as every 
class has a variety of learners. The third grade class 
will participate in the ISTEP tests this year, taking 
them in English. These third grade classes have also 
begun a section of English teaching this year in social 
studies as well as science. 

As we expect language in the classroom, we also 
expect students to take this gift beyond the school 
walls. This past summer some of our Spanish 
Immersion students had the opportunity to travel 
to Guatemala and attend a school there while their 
parents were able to experience the community. Other 
Spanish Immersion students were able to make new 
friendships with Spanish-speaking families in their 
neighborhoods right here in Northwest Indiana.

The students are continually learning to embrace 
cultures as they are being taught by native teachers 

and learning and experiencing traditions from 
other countries. They are gaining increased self-
confidence as they feel more comfortable engaging in 
conversations in public places with Spanish-speaking 
people.

We have been blessed by the giftedness of second 
grade teacher, Mrs. Diana Martinez, and third 
grade teacher, Miss Beatriz Iglesias, who were both 
involved at CPCS last year and have now moved to 
classroom teacher roles. We welcome our new aides, 
Mrs. Jenni Haemker in third grade, Mr. Abner Bustos 
in second grade, Mrs. Gabby Dunnett in first grade 
and Miss Elena Lopez in kindergarten. We ask for 
continued prayers for the program as we continue to 
grow and prepare to add a fourth grade section next 
school year. We know that God has a plan and will 
send the right people who will be great assets to our 
school.
 
Just like Addelyn’s experience in Colorado, we look 
forward to seeing Crown Point Christian School 
Spanish Immersion students continue to be exposed 
to and become comfortable in different places in their 
own communities and around the world using their 
second language to be fearless.
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My son Eli and I had an amazing opportunity to travel to the Spanish-speaking country of Guatemala 
over summer break. Eli spent time in school learning with kids who only spoke Spanish. He 
experienced normal school activities such as classroom work, physical education and recess. He was 
also able to experience other aspects of a regular school day for these children, including receiving 
two meals at school and are being required to brush their teeth after each meal. 

By far what had the most impact on me personally was our visits with a couple families from the 
school. We brought them care packages that consisted mostly of food. We prayed with them and 
for them while in their homes. We saw the family’s living conditions which were nothing less than 
shocking, yet experienced the joy they displayed in the midst of their poverty. These families were a 
blessing to me. 

I'm so thankful for this opportunity for Eli to be truly “immersed” in a Spanish-speaking culture. How 
amazing to be able to worship and praise the Lord with people around the world!
- Mrs. Kristi Yadron, CPCS Parent

This summer we had an opportunity to travel to Guatemala for the first ever Classroom Connection 
trip. Seeing our daughter fluently converse with her new classmates in Guatemala was truly a dream 
come true but it was even more magical to see her mature into a young girl who sees a person for 
who they are at their heart. The children attended school at Escuela Integrada for a week in July and 
made friends that will last a lifetime. Escuela Integrada is a school for poverty-stricken families but 
our kids did not seem to know or care the social status of their new friends.

When we enrolled Maddy in Spanish Immersion at Crown Point Christian School, we were excited for 
the opportunities being multi-lingual would provide her in the future. It has already done so much 
more. It has taught her to look right past the outside of a person and love them for their heart. It 
has taught her that we are all the same no matter our financial status, our background or even the 
country we live in. Most importantly we are seeing our daughter mature into a Christian young lady 
who actually LIVES what she believes.
- Mr. Mike Neubauer, CPCS Parent

FRIENDS DESPITE OUR DIFFERENCES
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“TEACH THEM TO YOUR 
CHILDREN, TALKING ABOUT THEM 
WHEN YOU SIT AT HOME AND 
WHEN YOU WALK ALONG THE 
ROAD, WHEN YOU LIE DOWN AND 
WHEN YOU GET UP.” 

- Deuteronomy 11:19

FAITH AND LEARNING
Mrs. Lisa Wilson, Fourth Grade Teacher

There have been many changes over the 
years at Crown Point Christian School 
— the size of our building, new teachers, new 
administration, new programs and the addition of 
many new families since our humble beginning in 

1985. After eleven years of teaching 
at CPCS, I have had the privilege of 
watching our school grow and change 
into what it is today. Through these 
changes there has been and will always 
be one constant and that is God.

Each year parents entrust their children 
into my care for eight hours a day 

over the course of 180 days. They have given me 
the opportunity to come alongside them and “Start 
children off on the way they should go,” Proverbs 
22:6a. As both a parent and a teacher, I take this as 
a great responsibility. Daily I want my focus to be 
how I can help my students take the lessons they are 
learning in my classroom and give them the vision 
to spread them outside of the walls of Crown Point 
Christian School. 

We are blessed as a staff to talk about and weave 
God into every aspect of our day. Whether it is in our 
daily time of devotions, the perfect seamlessness of 
mathematics or the wonder of His creation in science, 
my students are being taught that God can be seen in 
every facet of life.  

This year we have been challenged to be fearless. For 
nine and ten-year-old students the thought of taking 
their faith outside of our four walls is something that 
can seem overwhelming. Who are we kidding? For 
an adult this challenge can be daunting as well! In 
my classroom we have been studying the life of Paul. 
He wanted to glorify God through his life and even 
in his death. We are learning together how we can 
implement this in practical ways daily. Through trial 
and error this year, I am trying to show my students 
ways I am attempting to be fearless with my faith 
both in our classroom and in my own life. 
 
There is no greater joy than receiving a message that 
one of my students is impacting the kingdom once 
they have left the halls of CPCS. A former student 
I was blessed to teach reached out and shared his 
experience during his first See You at the Pole event 
in a public high school. After spending the morning 
praying around the flag pole, this student found 
himself being questioned by another student in his 
science class. “What were you doing around the flag 
pole this morning?” This student could have chosen 
to take the easy way out and skirt around the question 
but instead he chose to be fearless and explain that he 
was praying over the school. He recognized a small 
but mighty opportunity to express his faith in a new 
environment. It is my prayer that our students leave 
Crown Point Christian School with this bold and 
fearless faith, ready to take on the world. 

I truly believe at Crown Point Christian School we 
have been given a gift to pass on to our students. 
This gift is to be real, to be honest and to be fearless 
for Jesus Christ. My heart is overwhelmed that amid 
my own shortcomings and weaknesses, God uses 
me on a daily basis to challenge and inspire the next 
generation. But isn’t that just like the great God we 
serve? His grace is always sufficient for us!
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TEACHING MORE THAN ACADEMICS
Mrs. Stefanie Berdine, First Grade Teacher

Since I was a young girl, I always knew I wanted 
to be a teacher. It began when I was five years 
old playing school in my basement with the 
neighborhood kids. I had a chalkboard and an old 
desk and table that I would set up for the kids as I 
taught them spelling and math. As I got older I would 
babysit the children in my neighborhood, teach at 
Sunday school and volunteer to lead children’s games 
at picnics and school activities. God put a strong 
desire in my heart at a young age to teach children, to 
love them and to encourage them through His love. 
He began using these experiences and relationships to 
mold me into the teacher He created me to be. 

After I graduated college, I began teaching in the 
public school system for seven years. During this 
time I received my master’s degree in counseling 
and was a school counselor for fourth through sixth 
grades at a local school for three years. Even though 
my degree and experience was very beneficial, I still 
knew in my heart I was called to be a teacher. 

I kept praying and seeking a teaching position back 
in the classroom. That is what led me to Crown 
Point Christian School. In 2011 I joined the staff 
at CPCS and began teaching first grade. My two 
greatest passions, teaching children and teaching 
God’s word, is what I have the privilege of doing 
every day at CPCS. My experiences outside Crown 
Point Christian School have developed my skills and 
knowledge but God led me to a school where I get to 
fulfill His calling for my life. 

My goal as a teacher here is to develop young hearts 
and minds for God’s kingdom. It is important to set a 
foundation of faith and a relationship with Jesus and 
what that looks like on a daily basis in a child’s life. 
I love integrating my faith into all subject areas and 
teaching children to build their lives around Jesus, to 
love others and to share their faith and their lives 
for Him. 
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I am amazed by people who are naturally 
confident and outgoing. It seems so easy for 
them to chat with a room full of strangers and 
make new friends. That is totally not me. And 
that is why I love this year’s school verse.

It might be easy to confuse me for someone 
who is fearless. I am a trained fighter, a national 
champion in Brazilian jiu-jitsu, and frankly, freaky 
strong for my size. In addition to jiu-jitsu, I cross-
train in wrestling at least once a week and lift 
weights three times a week. I have trained with 
UFC fighters in California, fought in Las Vegas 
and submitted competitors much larger than 
myself. I might be fierce but I am not fearless.

In a lot of ways, jiu-jitsu is easier than middle 
school. The rules are simple: take your 
opponent to the ground, achieve a dominant 
position and submit them. On the competition 
mat I know what to do. It is easy and I am good 
at it. Middle school, on the other hand, is not as 
simple. Like so many teenagers, my biggest fear 
is that somehow I don’t quite fit in. The social 
rules are complicated. Self-doubt and questions 

can preoccupy our minds. "Am I cool? Do I have 
the right friends? Am I wearing the right thing? 
What about my hair? Did I say the right thing? 
What if people figure out that I am really just a 
nerd?"

The words of Psalm 27:1 help me overcome that 
kind of fear. This verse says the Lord is three 
very important things that I need: my light, my 
salvation and my stronghold. There is no reason 
to fear the darkness of self-doubt because He is 
my light. I do not have to worry about messing 
up like I sometimes do because He will save me. 
I do not have to fear what others think or say 
because He will keep me safe forever.

Whom shall I fear? Of whom shall I be afraid? 
No one. Not because of me, who I am or what 
I can do but because of who He is and what He 
has done for me in Christ Jesus. I need these 
words every day. It reminds me daily to put all 
my hopes AND fears in Him.

Fearless
By Faith VanderLaan, 8th Grade

ME, FEARLESS?  NOPE. NOT ME.
CONFIDENT IN CHRIST?  YES. 

He is all I need for now and forever.
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I AM FEARLESS WHEN GOD HELPS ME TO:

Not be afraid to go on an airplane!
 

Artwork and quote by Quinn Kats, 2nd grade
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FACING OUR FEARS IN CHRIST
Mr. Nicholas Groen, Assistant Superintendent 

What does it mean to be fearless? Is it making 
your way up the Insanity rock climbing wall? 
Hooking on to and sliding down the 1,200 foot long 
zip line? Maybe it’s finding a way to be nice and 
loving to someone who hasn’t always been nice to 
you or having the courage and faith to love our God 
unconditionally. At our annual eighth grade spiritual 
retreat at Twin Lakes camp in Hillsboro, Indiana, 
these are exactly the types of fears that our eighth 
graders were faced with and asked to address. 

The time we enjoyed together at Twin Lakes 
was spent in communal worship, singing praise 
songs, spending time in prayer, fishing, boating 
and challenging ourselves physically, socially 
and spiritually. We worked through team building 
activities that required cooperation, patience and 
critical thinking. The excitement and the challenge of 
the zip line and climbing wall allowed our students to 
test their abilities as well as enjoy the beauty of God’s 
creation. A highlight for many of the students was a 
guided prayer walk through the woods in which they 
focused on who they were in Christ and what Christ’s 
sacrifice means to them. 

In addition to our school theme verse for this year, 
another verse we focused on during our time at Twin 
Lakes was 2 Timothy 1:7, “For the spirit God gave 
us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love 
and self-discipline.” The chapels and worship time 
we engaged in were designed around both of these 
verses and encouraged us to contemplate why we fear 
and how, through Christ, we can begin to change our 
thinking so we are not blinded by fear to our calling 
as Christians. 

In his chapel messages, Jon Beight, our speaker 
for the weekend, identified three areas of focus for 
addressing and diminishing fear in our lives so that 
we may become fearless in Christ.

As we explored these three points, we discovered that 
ultimately we will find ourselves afraid when we take 
our focus off of Christ. When we rely on our own 
strength, knowledge and abilities, we put away love 
and faith and we find ourselves in fear of the things 
around us and questioning situations in our lives. 

Each evening we had the opportunity to spend time 
in small groups and unpack the spiritual lesson from 
that day. It was clear during these small group times 
that the lessons from the weekend had a profound 
impact on the way our students view the things they 
are afraid of and the concerns they have about the 
world around them. Through what we learned, our 
students grew in their faith and understanding of 
the power of Jesus Christ. If we are able to keep our 
focus on Him, our fears will have no hold on us. We 
can climb any wall we may come across in our life. 
We can hold on to Christ tightly as we fly down any 
zip line situation we may face. This knowledge and 
trust will pay dividends in their leadership at Crown 
Point Christian School this year as well as when they 
find other opportunities to become leaders for Christ 
in high school, post-high school and throughout 
their lives. 

Eighth Grade Spiritual Retreat

Power.  
We fear when we do not rely on the 
Holy Spirit’s power for witness
and service. 

Love.  
We fear when we do not love God, 
his people and the lost. 

Sound Mind.  
We fear when we begin to worry 
and forget about God’s sovereignty 
in our lives. 
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SPIRITUAL BUILDING BLOCKS
Mrs. Michelle Wigboldy, Middle School Teacher

One particularly exciting enhancement to our middle 
school Spiritual Development program in recent years 
has been the creation of student spiritual portfolios. 
Students begin working on their portfolios in sixth 
grade and will continue to develop them through 
their eighth grade year. These spiritual portfolios will 
include things like personal testimonies, spiritual 
struggles, favorite verses, goals for a daily prayer and 
devotional life, promises of abstinence or remaining 
drug free or strategies for how they might deal with 
pressures in high school. Another important aspect of 
these portfolios is the list of adult mentors and peer 
support groups/prayer partners each student is able to 
include. Nearing the end of their time at Crown Point 
Christian School, eighth grade students will take their 
spiritual portfolios and share them with their parents 

at the eighth grade banquet. On this evening, parents 
will be asked to engage in their child’s spiritual 
journey and pray over them as they move on from 
CPCS and into high school. 

It is our prayer during the process of creating these 
portfolios and sharing them with others that our 
students will grow in their faith and will see the Holy 
Spirit working in their lives. The portfolios will be a 
physical way for students to look back on their time 
at Crown Point Christian School and remember how 
the Holy Spirit guided them in their walk with Christ 
and will direct them throughout their lives if they 
continue to trust in God. 
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SECOND LIFE RESALE SHOPPE UPDATE
Mr. Tim Groenewold, Second Life Board President

We have been settled in at our new facility for a few 
months now and God has continued to bless Second 
Life Resale Shoppe. With the move to our new 
location, we have almost doubled our sales space and 
sorting area from our previous building. We have 
been able to work with increased efficiency and sell 
more merchandise daily because of the ability to 
display more items. Our larger facility has allowed us 
to arrange items attractively on the sales floor as well 
as organize the sorting area more efficiently. There is 
now even room for two tables where we are able to 
serve cookies and coffee to our customers.

None of this would have been possible without some 
very dedicated volunteers, giving contractors and 
many prayers along the way. Second Life volunteers 
played so many roles in making the move a success. 
Some helped with mountains of paperwork while 
others worked with the bank, lawyers, Lake County 
and the town of Crown Point. Others helped with 
demolition of parts of the building. Many provided 
help with remodeling and other tasks which 
included adding walls, concrete work, insulation, air 
conditioners, electrical and lighting, signs, plumbing, 
doors, windows, carpet, painting, parking lot repairs, 
woodworking, building shelves, security, moving and 
a LOT of cleaning. Still others blessed Second Life 
by giving financially or providing materials which 
allowed us to do more than we ever imagined without 
increasing our loan. We had our share of bumps along 
the way but together we were able to overcome them.

Second Life Resale Shoppe’s mission is twofold. 
The first is to raise funds for Crown Point Christian 
School by selling donations provided by generous 
people from the surrounding community. We have 
been able to donate over 1.5 million dollars to CPCS 
in the past six years. With the move to this larger 
building and being able to reduce our costs at the 
same time, we are confident Second Life will be able 
to continue to give even more in the years to come.
The second part of our mission is to make a 

difference in God’s kingdom. Second Life is able 
to do this in a number of ways: the way we interact 
with our customers on a daily basis, the Christian 
music you will hear played throughout the store, the 
quality merchandise sold for very reasonable prices 
and the volunteers and staff who care for each other 
in so many ways. Our new building is helping us 
continue to fulfill this part of our mission and make a 
difference in God’s kingdom on an even larger scale.

At the grand opening of our new building, the mayor 
of Crown Point, chamber of commerce members and 
several department heads who were in attendance 
were overwhelmed at the amount of work we could 
accomplish with the help of our volunteers. The 
giving spirit of our volunteers sure showed through. 
What a blessing to be a Christian witness that day and 
what an amazing opportunity to continue that witness 
each day Second Life opens for business. 

Speaking of volunteers, we have so many dedicated 
people and we thank you tremendously. However, 
we could always use more help. The mountains of 
donations continue to grow and young and old alike 
are always welcome to come help out. We have 
grandparents, relatives, friends and parents 
volunteering many hours on a regular basis to keep 
the store running and fulfilling our mission but new 
faces are always welcomed and needed. Willing 
hearts and hands will continue to make Christian 
education more affordable and make a difference in 
our community. Come by and check us out!
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"Willing hearts 
and hands will 
continue to make Christian 
education more affordable 
and make a difference in 
our community."

Second Life Resale Shoppe’s mission is to raise funds for Crown Point Christian School by selling tax-deductible donations 
provided by generous people from the surrounding community. Through our work at Second Life Resale Shoppe, we seek to 
make a difference in God’s kingdom.
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CROSS COUNTRY

ARE CHARACTER-SHAPING LESSONS 
IN LIFE CAUGHT OR TAUGHT?
Mr. Tom Kamp, Athletic Director

I am grateful for the opportunity to 
update our amazing and supportive 
community about athletics this fall at 
Crown Point Christian School. I am so 
thankful every time I look at a sideline 
or in the stands and see so many of 
our parents and grandparents faithfully 
supporting our kids in their activities. 
Crown Point Christian School teams 

did very well this fall with our athletic teams winning 
many of their games and contests. We have been 
blessed with skilled and competitive athletes honoring 
God with their abilities. As I watch our students 
play, I have this nagging thought running through 
my mind. I wonder if our athletes are “catching” life 
lessons while they play. Are they being taught at home 
and school to be true Christ followers through their 
athletic experiences?

In light of the many recent tragedies around the world, 
have our kids begun to understand unfathomable 
things happen in a broken and sinful world? Are 
they wrestling with God’s will for tragedy or do they 

realize that one of the reasons God allows suffering 
in this world is so we can learn better how to support 
each other in love and community? Are they learning 
through the challenges and the losses that life can 
be difficult and sometimes we will learn more from 
adversities we face than we learn from winning or 
successes? If these questions are being discussed in 
your house with your student, then praise God for 
their willingness to listen. We wonder as teachers and 
coaches, are these types of life lessons taught 
or caught? 

Do students see empathy and compassion from their 
parents, teachers and coaches when situations in our 
lives are challenging us to grow in faith and character? 
I hope we are all growing in faith and in the belief that 
God is in control “of this square inch” and that we 
always have the opportunity to embrace challenges 
and allow God to grow us through adversity. Thank 
you again for your great support of the athletic teams 
and this community. It was a great season and we 
covet your prayers as we keep “fighting the 
good fight.” 

Cross Country had a solid effort 
in the 2017 season. Under the 
instruction of Coach Hannah Trivette, 
the team powered its way to six first 
place finishes for the boys as well as 
a first place finish and five runner-
up finishes for the girls. The season 
ended on a high note at the Illiana 
Christian High School meet as the 
Crusaders swept the meet with both 
girls and boys taking first place. Every 
member of the team improved in 
time and endurance over the course 
of the season making for a great 
team effort all around.
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SOCCER - A

SOCCER - B

8TH GRADE GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

7TH GRADE GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

The “A” team soccer season was very competitive. 
It seemed like just about every game came down to the 
last few minutes of play. The team finished with a record 
of 8-6 with five of those games decided by one goal. The 
highlight of the season came in our tournament game 
against Highland Christian School where we lost in a thrilling 
shootout after being down 2-0 at the half. The team fought 
and played well but was narrowly defeated by what would 
eventually be the tournament champions. Coach Scott 
Balkema was impressed to see players step up this season 
filling positions left by injured teammates, coming together 
as a team, win or lose, and working at it all to glorify God. 

The eighth grade volleyball team went undefeated in our 
conference this season without ever losing a set. The team 
had a chance to play Clark Middle School in St. John for the 
first time this year. The game against Clark was extremely 
exciting with CPCS coming up short by just one point in 
the final set. The girls were thankful for the opportunity to 
play against our neighbors within the community and to 
represent Crown Point Christian School. The team finished 
out the season with an undefeated first place finish at the 
Illiana Christian High School tournament.

The “B” soccer team enjoyed an amazing regular 
season with a record of 10-1 and a first place finish in the 
tournament which was hosted by CPCS. The team consisted 
of 22 players and was coached by Lance Davids and 
Larry Koontz with help from the “A” team coach. A major 
highlight of the season was the balanced play and scoring. 
By the end of the season, the team had accumulated 
an astounding goal differential of 53 goals scored and 4 
allowed with every player scoring at least one goal during 
the season. Coaches were impressed with how the players 
supported each other and grew in their skills 
this season.

The seventh grade volleyball team had season of 
growth. This was the first volleyball experience for the 
majority of the team members. The girls had a record of 
6-7 for the season with most of the games they lost being 
pushed to a three set match. The team placed fourth at the 
end-of-year tournament hosted by Illiana Christian High 
School. The girls showed tremendous growth through the 
season both individually and as a team. Coach Sharla Slings 
and Coach Jodi Czernobil enjoyed the opportunity to work 
with this fun group of girls and see them use the gifts God 
has given them.
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MAKING MUSIC WITH ORFF
Mrs. Kristin Izenbart, Elementary Music Teacher

The elementary music room has been abundantly 
blessed over the past two years. From music class in 
their classroom with only a few instruments to share 
to a room full of Orff instruments, we have come a 
long way in a short time.

What is Orff? Orff is a philosophy of music education 
begun by a German composer named Carl Orff. It is 
a theory not unlike what is happening in Crown Point 
Christian School’s Spanish Immersion program. We 
immerse the students in learning to speak or play the 
language of music before we teach them to read and 
write music.

The means by which we can accomplish this are the 
Orff instruments — xylophones, metallophones and 
glockenspiels. I’m excited to share with you that we 
now own twenty-six of these instruments, enough 
for every child to play one at the same time. Through 

these instruments children learn all the skills we want 
them to have as they move on to band, orchestra or 
choir. This includes keeping a steady beat, creating 
and improvising their own melodies, playing with 
an ensemble and listening to others to name a few. 
When we combine this with learning to match pitch 
with our singing voices as well as a lot of creative 
movement activities, the music room is a very fun 
place to be.

In a conversation with Mr. Wiersma recently, he 
likened what happens with kids and music to be like 
sending off fireworks in their brains. I like that! I 
thank God every day this is the kind of work I get to 
do in His world and I am thankful to all who have 
made this possible for the pre-kindergarten through 
second graders here at Crown Point Christian School.
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LEARNING TOGETHER
Mrs. Jill Dahm, Kindergarten Teacher

Last year middle school teacher, Mr. Koontz, was facing a dilemma. He had great students in his first period 
study hall with nothing to do. He was looking for solutions and I was looking for some help. My kindergarten 
class always worked on centers at the beginning of the day and I did not have enough adult assisstance. Mr. 
Koontz and I agreed he would send students whose work was completed to my classroom to help. A wonderful 
thing happened; kindergartners were excited about their new friends, the middle schoolers became very attached 
to the kindergarteners and I received much needed help.

This year we have been able to continue this partnership and it has already been a blessing to see these different 
age groups interact.  I am grateful for the work the older students are able to accomplish with my kindergartners. 
Sometimes they can explain something in a way that makes more sense to the class than I can. Our middle 
school friends help keep us on track 
and learning. The kindergarten 
class is very sad when their older 
friends have field trips or special 
circumstances that do not allow 
them to join us. 

I love seeing the mentoring that 
goes on from our middle school 
students. If I tell kindergartners to 
be kind to a friend, my students 
listen but they know I am the 
teacher and I “have to say that.”  
When their middle school friends 
model and encourage kindness, 
it is so much more powerful. The 
kindergartners are thankful for their 
friends. “We get to play and talk 
to them,” one student told me and 
another shared, “They help us do 
stuff.”

These young people not only bring a smile to my students but are a great help to me as well. They always dig 
in and get the work done. Whether I ask them to correct papers, clean the classroom, run copies or put booklets 
together, they work cheerfully and quickly. They have really been a blessing to our classroom in so many ways. I 
am grateful for the cooperation of the middle school teachers for making this possible. 

This is a small glimpse of ways Crown Point Christian School works to link our students together no matter the 
age difference.  It may be a prayer group mixed together with different grades, a middle school class spending 
their Bible period praying with younger students or an opportunity for students to spend time helping little ones 
learn to read.  What a beautiful glimpse of how the body of Christ can work together for the good of all.

“I love to see all their smiling faces when we walk into the 
room. You can simply help them pronounce a word and it 
makes them happy. I am thrilled I am able to help the kids 
learn something new.”
 - Olivia Wegner, 8th Grade
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MRS. SPARKS
Middle School Teacher

"I have found myself among 
some of the hardest working 
people I have ever met. I feel 
truly blessed each morning 
as I walk through the school 
doors. God is moving in such 
a great way at CPCS and I'm 
proud to be a part of it."

MRS. GASPARD
Elementary Technology Teacher/
Elementary EXCEL Teacher

“My experience at CPCS 
has been completely 
heartwarming. The staff, 
students and their families 
have been amazingly kind 
and supportive as I navigate 
through my new positions. 
Moving across the country 
was very difficult but God 
knew what he was doing 
when he placed me here. 
Crown Point Christian School 
is quickly becoming my family 
away from family and I will be 
forever grateful for this sweet 
blessing!”

MRS. MACCHIA
Vocal/General Music Teacher

“The first few months of 
working at CPCS have been 
fantastic. The staff, teachers 
and students have been 
so warm and welcoming, 
continually offering up prayers 
and encouragement as I steer 
through my first year. I love 
how the school works hard 
to build community among 
the staff members by having 
devotions and praying with 
each other every week. This 
is a school that has its eyes 
set on God and that has been 
apparent since my first day. I 
cannot wait to continue to see 
what God has in store for the 
music department here 
at CPCS."

Reflections from a few

New CPCS

Teachers!
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Reflections from a few

New CPCS

Teachers!
SERVING OUTSIDE THESE WALLS
By Hayden DeYoung, 8th Grade

For the past few years I have been a member of 
the Cross Trainers group that was developed by 
Mr. Stallinga, middle school teacher at CPCS, to 
encourage positive Christian leadership among 
boys. We have prayed together, studied God’s word 
together and have held each other accountable as we 
grow in our faith. I thought it would be an amazing 
opportunity to serve together outside of the walls of 
Crown Point Christian School. 

We were challenged by Mr. Stallinga to step up as 
leaders our eighth grade year at CPCS. I wanted to 
step up to show people who I am, a Christian! This 
summer I coordinated a meeting with some of the 
members of our Cross Trainers group to serve at an 
organization called Phil’s Friends. This organization 
helps cancer patients by providing Christ-centered 
support and hope to those affected by cancer. 
The founder, Phil Zielke, is actually a two-time 
cancer survivor himself. God led him to create this 
organization to help people who are going through 
the same struggle as he did. Phil’s Friends creates and 
sends care packages to cancer patients in hospitals 
across the country.

Our group that day consisted of eight 8th graders, two 
6th graders, three parents and Mr. Stallinga. When 
we arrived at Phil’s Friends we signed our group in to 
serve. We followed the volunteer to a room where we 
watched a video that showed many cancer survivors 
who told their story and how the care package they 
received helped them when they were going through 
a difficult time. This impacted me to the center of my 
heart. I may never understand the pain these people 
went through but maybe I could provide them a smile 
on a rough day. When we moved to the serving area, 
there were stations with different tasks to complete. 

You could make cards, color or stencil boxes, tie 
fleece blankets and so much more. We worked at 
different stations and were able to accomplish a lot. 
We filled a number of care packages with various 
items patients might need during their recovery. 
After we had cleaned up, we placed our hands on the 
boxes and prayed these care packages would bless the 
person who received it. 

As it says in 2 Timothy 1:6, “For this reason I remind 
you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 
you through the laying on of my hands.” This verse 
reminds us that laying our hands on the packages had 
nothing to do with us but was for the glory of God.

After our time at Phil’s Friends I thought about what 
we had accomplished. I was thankful that our group 
was able to step up and serve together and be the 
hands and feet of Jesus in this world. We had given 
hope to those who were struggling. We, through God, 
had also fanned the flame of God. I encourage you to 
find a way to serve in your community and continue 
to grow God’s kingdom here on earth.
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In Memory of Al Dekker
Jim & Jodi Czernobil

In Memory of Calvin DeYoung
Dan & Kathy DeYoung
Friends of CPCS

MEMORIAL TREE
When you enter Crown Point Christian School, you will find 
that your eyes cannot help but focus on a very important tree 
located on the lobby wall. This tree reflects the names of loved ones 
who have been called home. These loved ones are remembered by a gift 
given to the school. An engraved plaque with the deceased’s name is 
placed on a leaf of our tree. Please contact the school office if you would 
like to remember a loved one on our Memorial Tree.

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Lenting share, “We remember our parents, Hank 
and Marcella Lenting, for their Christian example to us and to others 
around them. We miss them every day. They were not only amazing 
Christian parents who taught us to love the Lord, but they were a lot 
of fun to be around. Their joyful service to their church and others, 
including Crown Point Christian School, is a reminder of the fellowship 
God has called us to be part of as Christians. We are thankful for God’s 
promise that we will be reunited with them again in eternity.

Mike and Tina have four children. Madeline, Karen and Sara are all CPCS 
graduates.  Their youngest daughter, Amanda, is in seventh grade at Crown Point 
Christian School.

“We will tell the 
next generation the 
praiseworthy deeds 
of the Lord.”
Psalm 78:4
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TRASH INTO CASH
Did you know Crown Point Christian School collects Box 
Tops for Education throughout the year? Our families are so 
good at turning their “trash into cash”. We were ranked third in the 
Chicagoland/Northwest Indiana area in Box Top earnings last year. 
CPCS families were able to raise over $5,200 by turning in their 
“trash.” That is over 52,000 Box Tops collected! The money raised 
helps Parents' Club purchase a variety of items for our school. They have been able to purchase items such as 
new SmartBoards, a new sound system and items from teacher classroom wish lists.

Our CPCS teachers and students love turning in their Box Tops as they compete against other classes, grades 
or genders to earn rewards like extra recesses or special treats. The students eagerly check the Box Top graph 
posted in the atrium to see if their group is in the lead.

Crown Point Christian School gladly welcomes your “garbage”. If you are already saving your Box Tops, thank 
you. If not, now is a great time to get started. Encourage grandparents, family and neighbors to clip and save 
their Box Tops for CPCS. What a simple, easy way to earn money for our school. Each and every Box Top adds 
up. Happy clipping!

ALUMNI NEWS
Justin VanAutreve and Karlie Klomp, Class of 2012
By Karlie Klomp

Justin and I both began attending Crown Point Christian School in 
the fourth grade. After graduating from CPCS, we both went on to 
attend Covenant Christian High School where I was involved in 
softball and volleyball. Throughout middle school and high school 
Justin and I were part the same friend group, which led us to 
where we are now. This past June, Justin proposed and I said yes. 
Our wedding is planned for June 8, 2019.

Justin works as a plumber in the Chicago area and is in the process of completing the plumbing apprenticeship 
program. He enjoys plumbing and is excited to continue learning and advancing his career. I am in my 
sophomore year of college. I attended Judson University my freshman year where I played volleyball. Although 
I enjoyed my time there, I made the decision to transfer to Purdue University Northwest where I am studying 
accounting and absolutely love it. 

We are so excited to take this next step in our lives and are thankful Crown Point Christian School is really 
where our story began. We both cherish the lifelong friendships we made at CPCS and the memories we still 
talk about today. Our teachers throughout the years played a big role in the growing of our faith.

If you are a Crown Point Christian School alumni please email us at cpcsalumni@crownpointchristian.org with your current 
contact information.



UPCOMING CALENDAR DATES:

DEC. 22:  2 PM Dismissal
DEC. 25 - JAN 5:  Christmas Break, No School
JAN. 15:  Record’s Day, No School
JAN. 19:  Spaghetti Dinner
JAN. 31:  2 PM Dismissal
FEB. 2:  Winter Jubilee
FEB. 16:  Teacher Inservice, No School
FEB. 19:  Presidents' Day, No School

Crown Point Christian School
10550 Park Place
St. John, Indiana 46373
www.crownpointchristian.org

SAVE THE DATE

CROWN POINT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
AUCTION NIGHT
MARCH 3, 2018


