
Family Devotional 

“Do everything without grumbling or arguing,
 
so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God 

without fault in a warped and crooked generation. 
 
Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky.”   -

Philippians 2:14-15 

erhaps I didn’t truly understand the passage above until a few years ago when I was with my family at my 

uncle’s cabin, deep in the woods in Spokane, Washington, lying down on his deck, looking up at the night 

sky. I was in awe as I had never seen so many stars in my life. Away from the city lights and pollution, I 

now witnessed how vibrant these countless stars appeared against the dark sky. It made me realize how we as 

Christians truly need to stand out, be noticeable, and be beautiful reflections of Christ and beacons of light in this 

sinful world.  

 

Ultimately, the main reason we need to shine like stars in this world is because our leader did it first, leaving us 

an example to follow. Jesus wasn’t just different, he was radically different. This is a man who ate supper with 

thieves, associated with lepers and outcasts, washed his friends’ feet, and forgave the men who tortured him and 

nailed him to a cross. The man we pattern our lives after said that you have to be willing to give up everything 

you have to follow God and if you want to become great you have to serve other people.  

 

So how do we follow the example of Jesus today? How can we be radically different as our leader was years ago? 

Let’s consider the following examples. It’s the boy who is the only one who does his devotions while at a 

sleepover with friends. It’s the baseball player who tells his teammates to stop misusing God’s name during 

practice. It’s the girl who stands up for a classmate who is being bullied at school. It’s the student who stops the 

gossip and godless chatter taking place during atrium lunch. It’s the boy who spends his Saturday serving the 

elderly people at his church, visiting the sick, or raking the leaves of the widow on his block. It’s the girl who 

talks to the classmate who seems to have no friends. It is the middle school student who refuses to be disrespectful 

in class even when so many other people are doing it.  

 

Perhaps the most important reason we need to shine like stars and be different from the sinful world around us is 

that it is our strongest witness to the world. It is good to invite non-believers to church and give them a Bible and 

talk to them about your faith. But what will likely draw them to God the most is when they see something 

different in the way you live your life. They should notice the way you treat people, the way you handle difficult 

situations, the words you speak, the priorities you have, the honesty and integrity that you display, and be led to 

ask, “What do you have that I don’t? I want the peace, joy, fulfillment, purpose and direction that you have. Tell 

me about this God you follow.” It is at that moment that you have truly fulfilled Jesus calling to you when he said 

in Matthew 5:16, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven.” 

 

~By Mr. Jeff Stallinga, Middle School Teacher & Spiritual Development Director 
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