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I 
n my third year as an administrator of CPCS, I am overwhelmed by the 
evidence around me of ways God is ñprosperingò the school with blessings 
that give us ñhopeò!  This past spring, our 2011 ISTEP results proved the high 
academic standards we strive for each year.  Ninety-three percent of our 

students met or exceeded Indiana State Standards in Language Arts, and 93% of 
our students met or exceeded Indiana State Standards in Math for the second 
year in a row!  The Lord has sent us 91 new students from 47 new families, 
bringing a new level of excitement and synergy to our classrooms and programs.  
We have also added four new teachers and two new teacher assistant positions 
to meet our goals for excellence in instruction and supervision.   

 
Every day I observe evidence of Godôs plans for our schoolôs future in the words 
of the students as they express their faith in Christ, their desire to grow in 
godliness, and their commitment to being a positive influence on those around 
them.  This week one of our alumni contacted Mr. Koontz, middle school Bible 
teacher, requesting prayer for her as she tries to witness more effectively in her 

public high school.  What a blessing to know that teaching and spiritual guidance continues with our 
students into their high school years. 
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From The Education Administratorõs Desk... 

Ms. Carol Moxey  

Education Administrator  

ñOur Hope is His Planò is the theme for the 2011/2012 school year.  This theme is based on Jeremiah 
29:11 ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the Lord, ñplans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.ò 

We have also added several new initiatives in the school: 
 

¶ MAP Testing:  This computer assessment measures the growth of students in grades first through 

fifth in Reading, Math and Language at the beginning, middle and end of the school year.  This test 
data assists the staff in clustering groups according to ability and provides the parents with another 
piece of data showing growth throughout the school year. 

 

¶ Differentiation Specialist:  A new position was added to consult with teachers and meet with 

students who benefit from an enriched curriculum or have tested out of units presented to the whole 
class. 

 

¶ New Music Curriculum, Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade:  The Silver-Burdett Music 

Curriculum was purchased and is being used by Ms. Sterk at all grade levels.  General music has 
returned to middle school curriculum in addition to choir and band, aligning our music program with 
Indiana State Standards. 

 

¶ An Atrium Cafeteria:  Parentsô Club provided seven portable tables that transform our atrium into a 

cafeteria each day.  All students in grades first through eighth get a day each week to have lunch with 
their grade level friends. 

 

¶ Middle School Laptops:  Technology is integrated into all subject areas, including note-taking, 

research, and essay-writing.  The staff is using computerized tests when appropriate, and each year 
more textbooks and resources are available as electronic copies for use at school and at home. 

 

¶ Discovery Center Services:  Mrs. VanderWoude now services 40 students, with the help of two part-

time teacher assistants, in kindergarten through middle school grades. 

And the best is still to come ð moving into our Phase III classrooms, providing more appropriate learning 
environments for the classes who have been in small areas or shared space with other grade levels.  We 
have been truly blessed with a hope and a future! 
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Administration Information 

H 
ow is your vision? 
 
I wish you could 
have attended the 

faculty in-service prior to the 
start of the school year.  As a 
staff, we had a great 
discussion sharing our vision 
for who we want our CPCS 
students to be.  We are now in 
the process of defining a 
statement that articulates this 
vision.  The main theme is that 
we want CPCS students to be 
Christians that are well-
equipped to impact the world. 
 
One of the ways CPCS strives 
to equip our students is 
through the use of technology.  
This year, we implemented a 
one-to-one laptop program for 
our sixth, seventh and eighth 
grade students.  Each middle 
school student is supplied with 

a school owned laptop to use 
at school and at home.   We 
are now able to incorporate 
technology into instruction 
and learning in the classroom. 
 

Why would we do this?   We 
do this because we have a 
passion to prepare our 
students for the world in 
which they live.  We want our 
students to develop 21st 
century skills.  More 
importantly, we want to teach 
this from a Christian 
perspective so students learn 
how to make godly choices in 
their use of technology. 
 
We all know today that one is 

hard pressed to find a job that 
does not require the use of a 
computer.   If we want to 
prepare students for the world in 
which they live, we must train 
them how to use technology 
wisely and productively.  We 
must instruct them on how to 
use this ethically and morally.  
We must train students how to 
think critically about the vast 
amounts of information 
available at the click of the 
mouse. 
 
As a CPCS administrator, I am 
very excited about the schoolôs 
vision for its students.  It is a 
powerful vision that fuels our 
mission each and every day.    
As a CPCS parent, I am so 
grateful for a school that cares 
about the future of my sons.  It 
is truly a blessing to be part of a 
school that partners with 
parents so that children become 
Christian disciples to influence 
the world for Godôs glory.   

Mrs. Julie VanDrunen  

Business Administrator  

We must train students how 

to think critically about the 

vast amounts of information 

available at the click of the 

mouse. 

What does the staff about CPCS?   
 

Many compliments are received throughout the school year regarding our dedicated staff.  We 
thought you would be interested in learning what our staff loves about CPCS.  Here is what some of 
them had to sayé 
 

 Our commitment to putting our faith in action  ðMrs. Klomp 
 Parent involvement  ðMs. Bremer 
 I love that CPCS truly is a part of my family.  ðMrs. Nosich & Mrs. Wilson 
 CPCS is so accepting to new people (and very helpful!).  ðMrs. Dahm 
 We all ACCEPT us as we are.  ðMrs. VanderWoude 
 The fun loving and energetic students  ð Mrs. Houtsma 
 I love the kids and the excitement they bring.  ðMrs. Bogaard 
 I love it when students show the love of Christ by helping each other willingly and loving 
 unconditionally.  ðMr. Kamp 

$ÉÄ 9ÏÕ +ÎÏ×ȣ 
ß 7Å ÁÄÄÅÄ τχ ÎÅ× ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ  

ß 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÆÒÏÍ ρφ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÏ×ÎÓ ÔÏ #0#3Ȣ 

ß #0#3 ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÈÁÓ ÁÎ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ υςψ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ 

ß &ÉÒÓÔ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ χπ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ 

ß 7Å ÈÁÖÅ 4(2%% ÓÅÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÒÉÐÌÅÔÓ ÁÎÄ 3)8 ÓÅÔÓ ÏÆ Ô×ÉÎÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÂÏÄÙȦȦȦ 

ß 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÏÖÅÒ συ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ #0#3 ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȢ 

4ÈÅ "ÏÕ×ÅÒ 
4ÒÉÐÌÅÔÓ 
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Development Thoughts ñ Mr. Ivan VanEssen 
During my weekly walks through the halls of CPCS, I am so amazed at how God 
continues to bless CPCS. The number of students continues to grow each year. 
Each year various curriculum is in the process of being updated.  Students in 
sixth - eighth grades now carry laptop computers as their notebook.  Needs are 
met for students requiring re-enforcement in special areas or needing more 
challenges.  There are now more opportunities in music and athletics.  In 
addition to all the internal growth, the school continues to add more bricks and 
mortar.  God continues to bless all these human efforts.  The words from 
Jeremiah 29:11 are so true. ñFor I know the plans I have for you,ò declares the 
Lord, ñplans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.ò  What an amazing God we serve who provides for the past, present, and 
the future of CPCS. 
 
Over a year ago we expressed the need to build more needed classrooms and to 
enlarge our parking lot.  We have enough funds to pay for this addition thanks to 
all donors and some gracious works-in-kind.  We thank the Lord for the 
generosity of the people.  Thanks to all donors who contributed.  Thanks to all 
organizations within the school community such as the Auction, Winter Jubilee, 
Family Fun Night, Parents Club, the Golf Outing, Crusader Classic/5K-2K Run, 
Coins for Classrooms, etc.  What a united effort.  Thank you! 
 
What about the plans for the future?  We are all aware that larger classes will be 
moving into the middle school for the 2012/2013 school year.  The CPCS board 
is searching out Godôs plan for the future.  More classrooms are certainly 
needed.  Our financial appeals will certainly continue.  More information will be 
released in the coming months.  Please continue to pray for Godôs leading and 
direction so that His plan will be implemented.  To God be the glory! 

ȦPȦS A˗ˤ˙˚ʒ Nˏwʟ 
 
Whether you graduated this past spring or attended CPCS a long 
time ago, we want to hear from you.  Please let us know what 
you are up to and any special CPCS memories you would like to 
share.  Send your update to vpals@crownpointchristian.org. 
 
Kellsey Eenigenburg (ô06) is a 2010 graduate of Illiana Christian High School.  She 
attends Ivy Tech College for Business Administration and works as a full-time 
administrative assistant at Ed Miniat, Inc.  Kellsey expresses, ñSince graduating from 
Illiana and working in the real world, I really value my Christian education.  I am very 
thankful for the time I spent learning at CPCS.  I was blessed to have teachers that 
expressed their passion for Christ through their teaching.  This has had a lasting effect on 
me.ò 
 
Kirk Wynsma (ô06) is a 2010 graduate of Lowell High School.  He is currently a 
sophomore at Purdue in West Lafayette as a business/economics major. 
 
Cambria Wynsma (ó09) is a junior at Lowell High School.  She is in Premier Choir, plays 
on the volleyball team, serves on the scholarship committee and as a freshman peer 
mentor, and is a part of Lowell's Distinguished Young Women. 
 
Morgan Zimmer (ó08) is a senior at Crown Point High School. She is a Junior Rotarian, 
Cadet Teacher, student Spanish tutor, member of advanced treble choir, NHS, LEAD 
(Leading Education and Development) Council, and President of Fellowship of Christian 
Students as well as the Family Career Community Leaders of America.  She hopes to 
attend Ball State University next fall to study elementary education.  
 
CPCS graduates and high school volleyball players Elizabeth MacPherson (ô11) for 
Crown Point High School, Cassidy Koontz (ó11) for Merrillville High School, and Victoria 
Wynsma (ó11) for Lowell High School recently had fun reuniting as they competed 
against each other at a freshman volleyball tournament. 

Going Green 
CPCS is taking steps 
toward being ñgreenò this 
year.  We believe that 
recycling is a form of the 
stewardship God has called us to.  We 
encourage each family to join us in our quest to 
reduce the amount of waste we send to landfills 
and recycle in every possible way. 
 

How can you help? 
Paper:  CPCS started the year off with our 
Paper Retriever program going strong.  Please 
add your paper to the bin we have in the school 
parking lot.  CPCS gets paid for every ton of 
paper we recycle. 

Recycle Result:  The Abitibi Corporation buys 

our paper and turns it into newspaper.   
 

Juice Drink Pouches and Empty 
Elmerôs Glue Sticks and Bottles:  We 
recycle any brand of juice drink pouches and 
empty Elmerôs glue 
sticks and bottles.  
Drop these items off at 
Mrs. Ambroseôs 
classroom via 
ñbackpack expressò.   

Recycle Result: 
Terracycle purchases 
these in order to ñup 
cycleò them into creative, practical items such as 
purses and park benches. 
 

Toner Cartridges:  Any type of toner 
cartridges are collected by the school office. 

Recycle Result: The cartridges are sold to a 

company for refilling. 
 

Batteries:  Any type of batteries can be 

dropped off at the school office for safe 
disposal. 

Recycle Result: The batteries are disposed of 

responsibly. 
ðMrs. Ambrose 

Psalm 24:1 NIV  ñThe earth is the LORDôs, and everything 
in it, the world and all who live in itéò  

ȦPȦS ɶɫedʟ y˛ˤʞ 
ˡˤ˞pʙᴍ! 
Do you have a heart on fire for Christian 
education?  Do you see the big picture of a growing 
Christian school that needs financial help now to meet 
increasing enrollment?  We challenge you with a need 
for prayer and financial support.  We ask that you pray 
for our schoolôs growth, pray for wisdom in making 
expansion decisions, and pray for the Lordôs financial 
blessing. 
 
Donations can be mailed to: 
 

Crown Point Christian School 
10550 Park Place 
St. John, Indiana  46373 



The fly has been at it again buzzing from one room to another.  Ms. Moxey has been seen running 

through the hallways with her giant swatter trying to splat it with a flick of her wrist.  The Connection 

is glad to report, however, that the proverbial fly-on-the-wall is alive and well.  It has once again 

gathered some very interesting intelligence information on what our students have been learning.  
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Our third grade class of 56 is off to a great start.  In Reading they have been reading stories about 
friendship.  One of their stories, Rugby and Rosie talked about how friendship can be shared, not only 
with people, but also with animals.  The story focused on how important it is to train a guide dog for 
the blind.  To make the story more real, a guide dog and trainer was invited to our classroom to teach 
us the process the dog goes through to become a guide dog.  The trainer also demonstrated basic 
commands with her dog, Malley.  The students were asked if their families would be interested in 
training a puppy for a year for Leader Dog for the Blind.  We sent home many hopeful children that 
day. ð Mrs. Gibson & Miss Zandstra  

Leader Dog ñ Third Grade 

Daily 5 ñ First Grade 

First graders are very busy and putting forth their best effort!  One thing they are working on is 
becoming great readers.  In addition to using the Open Court Reading curriculum, all three first grade 
classes are using Daily Five to further enhance each childôs reading experience.  Daily Five is a 
wonderful way that the children are able to practice independent reading/writing skills.  The teachers 
introduce each of the five areas to the class, modeling and practicing each one in depth.  The five areas 
are reading by myself, reading with someone, listening to reading, working with words, and working on 
writing.  Daily Five allows the classroom teacher to meet with individual students or groups of students 
while the remaining students work busily on their chosen area.  The teachers and the students LOVE 
Daily Five!!!  ð Mrs. Berdine, Mrs. Nosich & Mrs. Rich 

Mrs. Summerhillôs famous saying, ñAlways Learningò, has been put into action this year by our new pre-
kindergarten students.  They are working hard on academic and social skills, following directions, being 
curious, and much more. 
 
Students recently took a field trip to Kregelôs Pumpkin Patch.  Students learned about Godôs creation, 
enjoyed a hayride, navigated through two corn mazes, and checked out a baby chicken hatchery.  
Students were able to pick a pumpkin and followed the rule:  ñIf you can carry the pumpkin, you may 
take it home.ò ƽ ð Mrs.Summerhill 

Always Learning ñ Pre-Kindergarten 

How do you inspire fifth grade students during the middle of the week?  
Think outside the box.  Reading comprehension and vocabulary have a 
whole new twist in reading class on Wednesdays.  As part of ñWacky 

Wednesdaysò, students are split into groups where they create and present skits based on their assigned 
vocabulary word.  No boring definitions allowed!  Students must use creativity and humor while learning 
their weekly vocabulary terms.  Other groups work on creating easy to difficult questions from the story 
with comprehension dice.  Their goal is to prepare and test their fellow classmates at the end of skits.  
Students are realizing that learning vocabulary words and comprehending the stories can be a whole lot of 
fun! ð Miss Bell, Mrs. Ericks & Mrs. Klomp 

Wacky Wednesdays ñ Fifth Grade 

T H E  C O N N E C T I O N  

The Buzz About...  



Crusader Pride! 
Many of our excellent middle school students have already been recognized with the 
Crusader Pride Award this year.  The Crusader Pride Award honors students who have 
shown exemplary characteristics in behavior, Christian leadership, academics, participation, 
and a willingness to help others.  Approximately five students are recognized each week, and 
their names are placed on a bulletin board in the middle school wing.  Thank you to the 
students who have already displayed these characteristics!  We look forward to awarding and 
recognizing many more students this year. 

P A G E  5  Middle School Moments  
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Crusader Pride 
Award Recipients* 

 
Sixth Grade: 

Gabrielle Banter 
Rachel Batterman 
Grace Bultema 
Austin Clark 

Nathan Davids 
Lucas Hough 
Aaron Kamstra 

Kyle Kloppenburg 
Jakob Pals 

Geralynn Panozzo 
Karli Petrarca 
Julie Rich 

Elizabeth Slager 
Valerie Swets 
Jillian Welch 
Gage Witvoet 

 
Seventh Grade: 
Isabella Bogaard 
Collette Bouwer 
Makayla DeBoer 

Erik Detmar 
Jeff Dykstra 
Emily Harvey 

Zachary Huisman 
Gabrielle Kreykes 
Madeline Lenting 

Jacob Smith 
Kayla VanderZee 
Hope VanProyen 
Kassidy Weemhoff 
Brayden Wynsma 

 
Eighth Grade: 
Ariel Allman 
Katelyn Ericks 
Brittany Groen 
John Hayes 
Karlie Klomp 

Abigail Lagestee 
Shannon Martin 
Ryan VanderZee 
Abbey Wellman 
Brad Witvoet 

 
 
 
 

*Recipients as of publication print date. 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays in Language Arts class, students respond to a quick write prompt.  They are 
asked to write in response to either a poem or a picture for five minutes about whatever comes to mind.  The 
writings below come from two of our middle school students in response to a poem about finding a place that is 
like home. 

I need to find a place where there is no pain. 

I need to find a place where Jesus does 
reign. 

I need to find a place with loving, open arms. 

I need to find a place with angels and 
disciples. 

I need to find a place where I can feel no 
pain. 

I need to find a place that is filled with 
glee. 

I need to find a place that is eternity. 

Sam Patton 

I need to find a place 

Where I can walk the streets of gold, 

Where everyone is my friend 

And there are no problems, 

No money, and no worké 

Just worship. 

I need to find a place 

Where I can trust the untrustworthy 

And have hope for the hopeless. 

This place is called heaven. 

Kayla VanderZee 

From the Mouths of Middle Schoolers 

Clubs 
During Connections time, our middle school students have the opportunity 
to participate in a variety of different clubs.  Students are given a choice in 
choosing the club in which they would like to be involved.  The clubs this 
semester are Student Council, Board Games, Service, Middle School 
Newspaper, Home Economics, Reading, Fitness, Computer Programming, 
and Scrapbooking.  Students enjoy learning about a variety of different topics 
through participation in clubs. 

Hawaiian Day 
Sixth graders celebrated Hawaiian Day as a culmination to a study of the 
United States.  The students made posters and decorated the classroom with 
Hawaiian pictures and information about Hawaii.  Some did PowerPoint 
presentations or oral reports.  Students discussed the bombing of Pearl Harbor 
and Hawaii becoming a state.  At the party, students dressed up, listened to 
Hawaiian music, had a hula contest, and did the limbo.  Delicious food was 
served which was provided by parents.  There were cupcakes with palm trees 
and a watermelon shark along with many other foods. 

ñMrs. Aardema 
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CPCS Welcomes New Teachers & Aides 
CPCS welcomes six new staff members to the CPCS family.  We are so thankful for the Lordôs faithfulness in 
providing just the right individuals to serve in a variety of positions. 

Mrs. Stefanie Berdine ð First Grade Teacher 
Mrs. Berdine married her sweetheart, Jeff in August.  They 
reside in Crown Point.  Mrs. Berdine graduated from Ball 
State University with a B.S. in Elementary Education.  She 
also attended Purdue University and graduated with a M.S. 
in School Counseling.  Before coming to CPCS, Mrs. 
Berdine taught second and fifth grade in the public schools 
and was a school counselor as well.   

Mrs. Jill Dahm ð Kindergarten Teacher 
Mrs. Dahm grew up in Jenison, Michigan and graduated from 
Jenison Christian, Unity Christian, Calvin College and Valparaiso 
University.  She and her husband have four grown children.  She 
taught at DeMotte Christian for 20+ years.  Mrs. Dahm 
expresses, ñI am one of the most blessed teachers because 
kindergarten is the best grade to teach!ò 

Mrs. Mary Dykstra ð Discovery Center Aide 
Mrs. Dykstra and her husband, Jonathan, are CPCS 
parents.   Mrs. Dykstra shares, ñIt is a great joy and 
privilege for me to be involved in assisting Mrs. 
VanderWoude in the Discovery Center.  The staff at CPCS 
are so professional and exhibit Christ in all they do.  I 
always go home blessed just from being around them.  I 
am so thankful to God for this opportunity.ò 

Mrs. Joyce Koster ð Second Grade Teacher 
Mrs. Koster has taught in Christian and public education for over 
13 years both full-time and as a substitute teacher.  Prior to 
working at CPCS, Mrs. Koster led the Kids Hope USA ministry at 
her church.  Mrs. Koster says, ñKids are my passion.ò  She is 
excited to be part of the CPCS staff and discovering the wonders 
of second grade. 

Mrs. Patti Reilly ð Third Grade Teacher 
Mrs. Reilly and her husband are proud parents of an 
adorable eleven month old son.  Mrs. Reilly attended Bethel 
College where she graduated with a degree in Elementary 
Education.  Mrs. Reilly shares, ñI am excited to teach third 
grade at CPCS this year.  It is such a privilege to work with 
students in an environment in which I can share the love of 
Christ.ò 

Mrs. Amy Gibson ð Teacher Aide 
Mrs. Gibson and her family live in St. John, Indiana.  She started 
her college days off at Hope College, but finished with a degree in 
Communications from Loyola University Chicago.  Mrs. Gibson 
says, ñI love CPCS, knowing that each day, as a parent, I can 
hand over my children to wonderful Christian teachers who lead, 
love, guide and care for each one as I would at home.ò 

Meet the FlessorsñJim, Beth, Lee & Jimmy 
Recently, CPCS had the opportunity to chat with parent, Beth Flessor.  Thanks to modern technology, the conversation took place 
online.  What she conveyed was thoroughly appreciated and worth sharing with you.  Here is what she had to say... 
 
Please tell us about your family.  Jim and I will be married for 16 years this past October.  We found each other later in life; I was 30 
and Jim was 33 when we met.  We married two years later and popped out two boys, Lee and Jimmy, as quickly as two cautious 
parents dared.  We lived in Chicago, Downers Grove, Lansing, Illinois and finally rooted ourselves in Schererville, Indiana.  Although we 
will always be Bears fans, we really love being Hoosiers.  Things we like to do?  Running the family business, Gayetyôs Chocolates & 
Ice Cream, takes up a lot of our time and energy.  Lee (7th grade) and Jimmy (5th grade) help out on weekends.  However, we still 
make time for ñpamperedò camping, reading, and Jim likes to work out (I donôt).  The boys love computer games, basketball, and 
football.  We have an obnoxiously loud, but loveable dog, ñHenryò the schnauzer, and a very old, but sweet shih-tzu named Maddie 
May. 
 

Why did you enroll Jimmy and Lee in CPCS?  CPCS had the same goals we had ð to provide our children with a 
C˓ˠisʠ- ɨˏnɾˏɼeʋ ɳeˉˠ˚˔nʐ ˏ˚˥˔r˛˚ɵˏnʠ that pursued excellence both spiritually and educationally.  It was very 

important to us that we send our kids to a school that reinforced the values and worldview we present at home.  However, it was just as 

important that our children were equipped with an education equal to or better than the secular schools.  Wʍ sˉʤ C˓ˠisʠ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ 
faɨeʟ ᴗ ˁɯʍ pˉɼˏntʟ ˉnʋ ɾeaʫɯˏrʟ (ˉnʋ Mʟ. M˛ʃˏʦ!), and it was made even more obvious by the scripture on the 

school walls.  We saw excellence in the classrooms ð computer labs, smart boards, laptops, music programs, athletic programs, etc.  
Everything in the school looked like somebodyôs best effort; we were confident that our kids would know that their best would be 
expected of them as well.  Sending our kids here was a ñno-brainerò. 
 
How would you describe your experience at CPCS?  In a word, ñwonderfulò.  CPCS is a warm and welcoming place for ñnewbiesò.  I 
love the diversity of people and the singularity of purpose.  Although we were new, we felt like family right away.  Our kids found friends, 
and Jim and I did too. 
 
How is CPCS equipping Jimmy and Lee to be disciples of Christ?   Well, the most obvious way is the fact that they are required to 
memorize scripture.  Faith comes by hearing, right?  We are thankful they are hearing the right things at CPCS.  Another tool CPCS 
uses is the integration of Christian response/perspective to world events and local issues in the classroom ð bringing Christ out of the 
ñchurch onlyò box and making Him relevant to and part of their everyday life. 
 
Any additional comments you would like to share?  CPCS provides an excellent education woven within a moral framework of 
Christian values, allowing our kids to reach their full potential and become the godly people they were created to be.  We are almost 
giddy and completely thrilled about finding CPCS. 
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In Psalm 100, scripture tells us that we are to worship the 

Lord with gladness and to come before Him with joyful songs.  The CPCS 
Music Department is alive with song!  This year we have a new curriculum for 
all grades for continued music education.  The CPCS Choral program is 
flourishing with a 40 voice Beginning Choir, 86 voice Concert Choir and an 
exciting Show Choir.  The CPCS Band program has expanded to include five 
bands:  Beginning, Intermediate, Concert, Advanced, and Jazz Band. 
 
Throughout the school year various programs are planned for the presentation of 
the musical talents of our students.  All bands and choirs will participate in the 
Christmas Concert and Spring Concert.  The elementary musical during the 
Grandparentsô Day program is a wonderful experience with music and drama.  
Winter Jubilee features the entire student body lifting praise to God in song.  The 
program this year is titled, ñI WILL ENTER HIS GATES!ò  There is nothing quite 
like hearing over 500 childrenôs voices singing, ñHow Great Thou Artò 

and ñGod Bless America.ò  Please be sure to attend any or all of these special events.  It is not 
only a time to enjoy listening to your children, but it is also a wonderful time to worship the Lord 
corporately as a school family. 
 
The objective of the CPCS music program is to musically educate, inspire creative musical talents, 
promote self-assurance, bring praise to God through music and to place a song in the hearts of 
children that will remain for the rest of their lives. 

The Music Department 

Ms. Carolyn Sterk  

Music Instructor  

 

 
See You At The Pole (SYATP) global day of student prayer is a yearly event at CPCS.  On 
Wednesday morning, September 28, 2011, CPCS students joined millions of other students 
around the world in praying for God's will to be done at their schools.  This year, the rainy 
weather did not derail our plans at all ð instead of meeting outside by the flag pole, 
teachers gathered their students around the American flag and earnestly prayed.  Some 
students even wrote out prayers.  Here are some of their prayers... 
 

Deˉʞ Jeˡuʟ,  
Thank you for our school.  Thank you that most of us have accepted Christ in our 
hearts and please be with those who have not. 
Help those being persecuted because of you. 
Help those who are fighting for our country. 
Please be with President Obama.  Please help him to make wise, godly 
decisions. 
Please let us have the right words to tell others about you. 
Thank you for freedom.  Thank you that in America we can pray anywhere at 
anytime whether we are happy or sad. 
Please help me grow stronger in you.  You are great, strong, and amazing.  
Thank you for loving me. 
Please be with Ms. Moxey.  Please help her with decisions she has to make for 
our school. 
Please help my aunt to believe in you. 
Thank you for dying on the cross for us and saving us from our sins. 
Thank you God for keeping our school safe. 
Help me to be nice to my enemies.  I pray right now for my enemies. 
Please be with the staff and students of CPCS and protect us from evil. 
Please help us as students to make good choices that are pleasing to you. 
Please help us to have a spiritual awakening in you. 

                                          Aɵˏʘ. 

This yearôs SYATP prayer event theme:  

"C˛˚ʁˏrɮʍ", was based on 

Matthew 18:20, CEV, "Whenever two or 
three of you come together in my 

name, I am there with you."  



Learning From 

the Past and How 

it Impacts Future 

Athletics  

 

B 
eing a 
History 
teacher 
and 

person who 
appreciates the 
lessons of the 
past, I wanted to 
share with you the 
rapid change in 
perspective from 

just five years ago.  For example, if you 
ask Mr. Koontz, who has coached a variety 
of teams over the past ten years, what our 
school teams were like five years ago he 
would tell you that we were often the 
school who was considered ñthe easy winò 
in our league.  CPCS held games at 
churches, rented fields and gyms in the 
area, and from one year to the next was 
looking for coaches for various activities 
and wondered where the next location for 
the school was going to be as expansion 
continued.  One important lesson to be 
learned in all of this was an IMPLICIT trust 
in God and His plan for CPCS moving 
through this growth phase. 
 
CPCS was like Israel in the Old 
Testament, nomadic, wandering (thankfully 
not in the desert!), but still trying to find a 
place to call home and that was still true in 
the early 2000ôs less than ten years ago.  
This current facility is in its sixth year of 
use with the gymnasium being an addition 
just over four years old.  We are blessed 
with the facility we have and are so 
thankful for the addition of four classrooms 
to be used this school year.  What an 
awesome God we serve who blesses us 
with these many facets of our school.  So 
how do we need to be different than Israel 
was in the Old Testament?  I hope we will 
be found faithful (not a grumbling people 
murmuring against God) and celebrate his 
many blessings.  I hope we will look back 
positively on the many people who 
invested their lives in this school.  I believe 
we will move forward in faith.  We will build 
the student body and the school that God 
wants here ð to serve this community and 
bring others to know Christ. 
 
So what does all this history have to do 
with the future of athletics?  Well, the 
future is bright for CPCS, and our school 
has competed very well in league 
competition.  This past year 88% of our 
middle school student body participated in 
athletics.  This is an amazing opportunity 

to shape and impact our future leaders in 
our community, churches and schools.  I 
believe our coaches are teaching our 
students to win and lose with the same 
grace and dignity we expect from our 
fellow league schools.  This seems evident 
that our kids are getting the right 
messages, because new student, Karli 
Petrarca, who is running Cross Country 
this year, said she ñenjoys running a lot 
and wanted to try it on a school team.ò  

She loves the fact that her teammates 
always cheer her on.  Max VanDam plays 
soccer this year and ñappreciates the 
prayer said before and after games as well 
as the sense of team unity in the soccer 
program.ò  Olivia Umlauf plays volleyball 
and enjoys it immensely ñbecause of 
encouraging coaches, a great facility to 
play in, and excellent league 
sportsmanship.ò  She also likes the 
balance in volleyball, only playing or 
practicing three days a week, so it leaves 
time for family, church, and the rest of life!  
Praise God for our student athletes who 
are ñgetting itò ð the right messages about 
the place of competition in school and in 
life. 
 
In conclusion, I want to thank all of you for 
the role you play in supporting our school 
and our athletic program.  The Athletic 
Booster Club (ABC) does an amazing job 
(behind the scenes) of supporting our 
program and meeting all of our needs.  
Thanks also to Mark and Dee Barnes for 
leading the ABC this school year. 
 
Thanks parents for your support in travel, 
snacks, and supporting your kids.  We 
could not do it without you.  Thanks 
coaches for continuing to make my job a 
pleasure by doing such a great job working 
with our kids.  Thanks to our administrators 
for their tireless efforts to support our 
program.  Most of all, THANK GOD for all 
the talents, gifts and abilities represented 
in our program.  TO HIM BE THE GLORY 
for the past faithfulness and the bright 
future we have at CPCS. 
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Mr. Tom Kamp  

Athletic Director & 

Physical Education Teacher  

Soccer A ð Coach:  Mr. Kamp 

Tzion Baker, Aaron Barnes, Tim Bultema, Erik Detmar, 
Colin DeYoung, Brittany Groen, John Hayes, Ben 
Kamstra, Jonathan Rietveld, Tyler Schutt, Jacob 
Smith, Austin Umlauf, Graham Umlauf, Max VanDam, 
Ryan VanderZee & Emma Wiencek 

Cross CountryðCoaches:  Mrs. Banter & Mrs. Wondaal  

Gabrielle Banter, Colin DeYoung, Jon Gibson, Blake 
Gossage, Brittany Groen, Colin Lautenbach, Madeline 
Lenting, Evan Olthoff, Jakob Pals, Karli Petrarca, Alyssa 
Sheeres, Haley Tang, Olivia Umlauf, Brad Witvoet & Nick 
Wondaal 

Soccer B ð Coach:  Miss Kreykes 

Aaron Balka, Gabrielle Banter, Austin Clark, Jeff 
Dykstra, Collin Flipse, Lucas Hough, Aaron Kamstra, 
Kyle Musch, Geralynn Panozzo, Jason Schutt, Joey 
Smit, John Stuhlmacher, Max VanDam, Jonathan 
VanDrunen, Jason VanKalker & Brayden Wynsma 

7th Grade Volleyball ð Coach:  Miss Schurman 

Isabella Bogaard, Collette Bouwer, Anneke DeVries, 
Laci Gibson, Emily Harvey, Gabrielle Kreykes, Kaitlyn 
Nieuwbeerta, Madalyn Maatman, Margot Schreiber, 
Emily VanEssen & Hope VanEssen 

8th Grade Volleyball ð Coach:  Mrs. VanderZee 

Ariel Allman, Katelyn Ericks, Karli Klomp, Abigail 
Lagestee, Shannon Martin, Alexa Oppenhuis, Olivia 
Umlauf, Risa Villasenor, Kayla VanderZee & Abbey 
Wellman 

One important lesson to be learned in 

all of this was an IMPLICIT trust in 

God and His plan for CPCS moving 

through this growth phrase. 
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Capital Campaign ñ Phase III 
Growing in Faith 

ñNow faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.ò  Hebrews 11:1 

 
The classrooms are buzzing with activity as another school year is underway.  The students, teachers, and administration are 
excited as we are only days away from completion of Phase III and more much needed space!  The 2011/2012 enrollment is at 
a whopping 528 students, which is a net increase of over 50 students from last year. 
 
A little over a year ago, the Board expressed the need to begin Phase III as soon as possible, but the Board also did not want 
to increase the debt burden of the school.  A $1,000,000 high estimate was placed on Phase III, and the prayers and financial 
support once again began with a goal to begin building in the summer of 2011 if the money was raised.  The parking lot 
expansion was part of Phase III and was needed first.  Then upon more detailed analysis of Phase III and its actual building 
costs, it became clear that the building plus the newly expanded parking lot costs would more closely approach $750,000 
versus the high estimates of $1,000,000.  With a significant amount of money pledged or paid by the end of the 2010/2011 
school year, it was decided to get finalized numbers from a few different parties so we could begin building immediately. 
 
After much diligent work from the Facility Completion Committee, hard numbers 
were presented and Vanco Construction Services was awarded the job at a not to 
exceed price of $649,431.  With several donations from many of the trades 
working on this project, the actual project cost is estimated at $605,000.  It is a 
huge blessing for our school and will ensure that the $100,000 contributed from 
the general fund will not be exceeded.  To simplify, Phase III will be completely 
paid for with the gifts pledged and given without CPCS incurring additional debt. 
 
As Phase III classroom construction is wrapping up, students recently had a time of prayer and thanksgiving for the new 
addition.  Most of us are aware that Phase III never was the final building design.  With a continued enrollment growth of more 
students this year and projected need for three classrooms per grade in the near future, Phase IV planning and fundraising 
needs to begin soon. The CPCS Board of Trustees is extremely thankful for the continued faithful support of everyone who has 
given of their resources to invest in Godôs Kingdom through the efforts of this Christian school.  Through Godôs grace we have 
grown both spiritually and in numbers, and may we always do all things for His glory alone.  We ask for your continued prayers 
for wisdom for our Board and your continued financial support as we take the next step forward. 

2011/2012 Board of Trustees 
Mr. Adam Clark Mrs. Jenny Kuiken Mr. Darren VanEssen ð Vicar 
Mr. Rich Cook Mr. Scott Olthoff ð Vice President Mr. Mark VanDam 
Mrs. Stephanie CowserðTreasurer Mrs. Kristen Rappold ð Secretary Mrs. Sheri Wiersema ð Asst. Treasurer 
Mr. Mike DeJong Mr. Keith Umlauf ð President 

Board Of Trustees 
Crown Point Christian School is governed by a Board of Trustees comprised of eleven members.  The School 

Board determines policies, sets the vision of Crown Point Christian School, and directs the Education Administrator and 
Business Administrator to carry out its policies.  We are thankful for the godly leadership the Lord has blessed our school with 
each year. 

Students Support Phase III 
CPCS students united in their support in making the new four 
classroom addition a reality!  Last school year, a large jar was 
placed in the school lobby to collect ñCoins for Classroomsò.  
Almost daily, students were spotted dropping in coins to support 
the new addition.  Teachers and students also committed to 
prayer, asking the Lord to provide a way to add needed space 
to our growing school.  Our dream is now a reality.  On October 
19, 2011 students gathered throughout the new addition to write 
prayers and expressions of praise on the new floors before the 
carpet installation.  Students were both excited and serious 
about this special time of dedicating the new addition to God. 


